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Fighting Communist Cells 

Belgian Guerillas Target NATO 
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Policeman checks wreckage of car that exploded near NATO headquarters in Brussels. 


I TTRE, DECEMBER 11, 1984: A VIO- 
lent explosion shatters the calm of a 
cold winter dawn in the Belgian coun¬ 
tryside. Minutes later, a wall of flames 
150 metres high reaches into the sky from 
the twisted wreckage of an isolated pump¬ 
ing station in NATO’s military pipeline. 
Though firefighters arrive almost immedi¬ 
ately, the intense heat keeps them at a 
distance from the blaze and renders their 
tools useless. 

Even as reinforcements pour in from the 
firefighting units of neighbouring towns, a 
second explosion is reported, near the town 
of Gastuche-Archennes. Then a third explo¬ 
sion, this one near Ensival. It is 6:30 a.m., 
only an hour since the Ittre explosion. 

And the fire is still raging at Ittre three 
hours later, when two more explosions, in 
the region of Glons, destroy more of the 
pipeline. Five separate explosions, all stra¬ 
tegically placed within pumping stations 
and sluice gates, have paralysed the im¬ 
mense Central European Pipeline system. 
Affected by the action are military bases in 
Belgium, France, W. Germany, Luxemburg 
and nofland/^s^rdepended (>fi the system 
are the military forces of Canada, Britain 
and the United States. Kerosene for air¬ 
planes at 54 bases, as well as gasoline and 
diesel fuel are carried by the pipeline, 
designed to keep NATO forces fuelled at the 
front in the event of war. 

At 11:15, a statement claiming responsi¬ 
bility for the explosions is found in the 
mailbox of the Brussels newspaper La Cite. 
No-one is surprised at the identity of the 
group: the Cellules Communistes Combat- 
tantes, or Fighting Communist Cells. This is 
their seventh attack on NATO in less than 
three months, and the extensive damage, 
the use of explosives, the symbolic value of 
the target, as well as the lack of any injury to 
human life are all virtually trademarks of 
the new urban guerilla organization. 

But the statement claims credit for six 
bombings, and so police rush out to the 
unharmed pumping station at Gages Gib- 
ecq, arriving there at 12:10, precisely the 
moment when the final explosion rocks the 
pipeline. Baffling the Belgian gendarmerie 
is another famous CCC trait. 

As in previous CCC actions, the state¬ 
ment says little about the target itself, 
beyond a perfunctory “This morning of 11 
December, 1984, the Fighting Communist 
Cells have destroyed....”, precisely descri¬ 
bing the targets, in this case even including 
the serial numbers of the sections des¬ 
troyed. Most of the text is devoted to a 
Marxist critique of NATO and of Begium’s 
key role, a critique based largely on Lenin’s 
writings on imperialism and statements 
from the guerilla movements in Italy and 
West Germany. Supporting their critique 
are the hard facts of recent history, from 
NATO’s 40 per cent control of the Belgian 
military and the Autumn Forge manouevers 
that used Belgium as a launching pad for a 
European ‘war’ to a list of foreign interven¬ 
tions by the Belgian military: Algeria, the 
Congo, Pakistan... 

“The war against the NATO system is the 
principal axis in the class war,” the 
statement says. NATO, the very first CCC 
statement said, is an instrument of imperial¬ 
ist war, which in itself is a response to crises 


in the capitalist system. Subsequent state¬ 
ments would further develop that analysis 
and the revolutionary pratice that the CCC 
would strive to implement. 

By evening, Belgian newspapers are 
giving the action rave reviews, even while 
expressing predictable disapproval. Said 
the Brussels daily Le Soir: “The terrorists 
have delivered a stupefying display of force 
that has given NATO and the Belgian Army 
a solid thrashing.” 

THE OCTOBER CAMPAIGN 

The Fighting Communist Cells were 
unheard of before October 2, 1984, when a 
severe explosion demolished part of the 
Belgian headquarters of Litton Business, an 
American electronics corporation with many 
military connections. 

Police said the explosion had been caused 
by a powerful bomb, equivalent to 5-10 kg of 
TNT, and though the entire front of the 
building collapsed, no-one was injured. 

An anonymous phone call to a newsagen- 
cy revealed the hiding place of a statement 
regarding the action. Heading the document 
was the soon-to-be-familiar red star triple-C 
logo and the name Cellules Communistes 
Combatantes. The statement said the bomb¬ 
ing was in response to Iitton’s role as a 
major supplier of weapons to NATO, whose 
headquarters were a mere half mile from 
Litton. 

“Above all, and especially with its Cana¬ 
dian subsidiary,” the statement said, “Lit¬ 
ton Industries is the designer, manufacturer 
and producer of the Cruise missile.” Prep¬ 
arations to install those missiles were 
already under way at the Florennes military 
base. The purpose of the attack was to stop 
Litton’s Belgian activities, the statement 
explained, but attacks would not be limited 
to just one band of capitalists. 

The Litton bombing came at a time when 
NATO had encountered years of determined 
and widespread opposition throughout Eur¬ 


ope, partly as a result of American plans to 
increase its nuclear arsenal in NATO coun¬ 
tries. Mass demonstration in many Euro¬ 
pean cities greeted these plans, which 
called for the prompt deployment of 572 
medium range missiles, including 48 cruise 
missiles in Belgium alone. In response to 
the public opposition, many social demo¬ 
cratic parties opposed the scheme, and 
some governments, including Belgium’s 
wavered, but legal protests were insuffic¬ 
ient to stop NATO missile deployment, 
slated to begin in March 1985. 


But it was this very missile deployment, 
the CCC stated, that had provoked Euro¬ 



peans into realizing NATO’s imperialist role 
and was now leading to the emergence of an 
underground resistance movement. This 
was inevitably also a revolutionary move¬ 
ment, since one cannot fight against imperi¬ 
alist war without fighting against capital¬ 
ism, the statement said. 

The statement’s most important declara¬ 
tion, however, emerged from the CCC’s 
prediction that the police and media would 
try to portray them as terrorists and 
enemies of the people. In accordance with 
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the fundamental communist principle that 
guerilla actions are never directed against 
the people, the CCC vowed to take all 
possible measures to avoid injuring people, 
even if their precautions jepardized the 
success of their actions. 

They quickly proved as good as their 
word. In the next fifteen days, four addition- 
al bombings—two more against military 
contractors, two against political parties— 
caused extensive property damage but not 
the slightest of injuries. Even the NATO 
pipeline action three months later, depite its 
immense scale and spectacular results, 
harmed no-one—the explosions occured in 
areas so remote many of the firefighters had 
no idea a military pipeline ran through their 
region. 

Less than 24 hours after the Litton 
bombing, incendiary bombs exploded in the 
parking lot of the German corporation 
MAN, near Brussels. Of the five bombs, 
only four exploded, causing minor damage 
to trucks stored on the lot. 

A statement found in the mailbox of the 
Brussels newspaper Le Soir explained that 
the CCC had attacked MAN because it 
produced the trailers used to store and 
transport the Pershing II nuclear missile. 
“It is the duty of revolutionaries to put an 
end to these activities/’ the statement 
declared, listing a number of other MAN 
projects: military trucks for the Belgian 
Army and engines for armoured cars and 
warships. The super-profits reaped by com¬ 
panies like Litton and MAN from war 
industries not only proved that imperialist 
war arose from capitalist production, they 
continued, it exposed the corporations as 
the real protagonists of war. 

On October 8, a bomb wrecked the 
entrance hall of the offices of the US 
computer firm Honeywell International, 
only a few hundred metres from NATO. 

“On all levels we are approaching the heart 
of the beast,” said the CCC statement, 
found in the private mailbox of a Belgian 
jounalist. 

The statement cited Honeywell for the 
production of Criuse and MX ‘Peacekeeper’ 
missiles, production of guidance systems for 
the B-52 bomber, torpedos, radars and 
fragmentation bombs. Placing CCC’s ac¬ 
tions in an international context, the state¬ 
ment listed previous actions against Litton, 
MAN and Honeywell by Canada’s Direct 
Action, the American United Freedom Front 
and the Revolutionary Cells in W. Germany. 


OPERATION MAMMOTH 

Even the high security guarding as obvious 
a target as Honeywell had been insufficient 
protection from the CCC. Now newspapers 
announced the country was slowly sliding 
into a state of crisis. Gendarmes and city 
police reinforced the extra security meas¬ 
ures taken to protect public buildings and 
the offices of corporations with connections, 
direct or indirect, to military production. 

From the beginning of the CCC cam¬ 
paign, Belgian authorities had stressed that 
the actions were obviously committed by 
foreigners, France’s Action Directe being 


the standard suspect. Despite total lack of 
evidence, the media played up the Action 
Directe theory, making it sound as though 
the police were always only one step away 
from cracking the case. 

But the official line began to wear thin 
after the Honeywell bombing. For a week, 
the CCC had been able to bomb apparently 
at will, yet police could offer no leads. To 
make matters worse, the CCC issued an 
unconditional, flat-out denial of the charge 
that they were Action Directe by another 
name. The state’s motivation for the charge, 
the statement said, was simply to deny the 
existence of an independent Belgian gueril¬ 
la movement. The concept that the concrete 
conditions for the development of an under¬ 
ground revolutionary movement existed 


within Belgium itself was too dangerous for 
public consumption. 

Meanwhile, Justice minister Jean Gol 
slapped a media ban on the investigation 
and announced the formation of an ‘inter¬ 
force anti-terrorist group,’ the GLA. They 
were soon joined by a new anti-terrorist 
squadron of the gendarmerie, and an 
anti-terrorist unit and a ‘Group to Repress 
Terrorism,’ of the Brussells police. A 
special task force to coordinate the new 
anti-terrorist forces had to be convened. 

But the proliferation of anti-terrorist 
forces did little to advance the investiga¬ 
tion or even to shore up the sagging 


reputation of the police force. And on 
October 15 and 17, the CCC struck again, 
this time against the two governing political 
parties. “Investigation powerless,” blared 
the Le Soir headline announcing the bomb- 
ing^of the right-wing Liberals’ Centre Jean 
Rey and the Christian Democrat’s office in 
Gand. The targets were selected for the 
CCC’s ‘October anti-imperialist campaign,’ 
their statement said, because of the parties’ 
role in the coalition government. The action 
was dedicated to the railworkers of Charler¬ 
oi, who had launched a major strike 
campaign the previous year. 

Even as the debris settled from the Gand 
bombing, the state experts sifted the rubble 
for bomb fragments, Prime Minister Wil- 
fried Martens, roused from his nearby 
home, told reporters to expect a more 
coordinated police offensive and further 
government measures—after another spe¬ 
cial anti-terrorist group delivered its report 
in the next few days. 

At weeks end, Friday, October 22, 5 a.m., 
the police make their move. As many as a 
thousand police and gendarmes raid houses 
and offices of leftist organizations of every 
description: communists, anarchists, envir¬ 
onmentalists, peace activists, even the 
parliamentary left-wing parties. Roadblocks 
are set up all over the country. At least 18 
activists are held, photographed and inter¬ 
rogated. Typewriters, mailing lists, leftist 
publications and address books are confisca¬ 
ted by police wielding warrants authorizing 
seizure of “any element or object useful to 
the investigation.” Dubbed “Operation 
Mammoth,” the venture is the largest 
police dragnet Belgium has ever seen. 

The results however, are miniscule, and 
even the newspapers question Mammoth’s 
true purpose. No arrests are made. A cache 
of munitions discovered at Courcelles turns 
out to be related to a private dispute. Many 
of the victims are obviously not linked to the 
CCC. A variety of people, from a socialist 
senator to anarchist publishers, denounce 
the police operation as anti-democratic. The 
state proved it can react vigorously when 
attacked, said a newspaper summarizing 
the effects of Mammoth, but “above all, its 
effect was to update police documentation 
about the extreme left-wing movements.” 

Officials admitted they had learned vir¬ 
tually nothing about the CCC. As Mammoth 
drew to an ignominous close, police were 
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hurriedly pulled off the operation and 
dispatched to the homes of judges and other 
officials in case of a CCC reprisal. Police and 
military paranoia about an immediate CCC 
response was running so high that explos¬ 
ives experts used a robot to ‘detonate’ a box 
of pacifist literature thrown over a fence into 
a military base. The CCC had quickly 
succeeded, commentators agreed, in raising 
the political tension of the nation. 

But the final proof that Mammoth had 
failed to paralyse the CCC came one month 
later, early in the morning of November 25. 
That’s when explosiions destroyed two 
military telecommunications pylons outside 
the Bierset airforce base, home of a Mirage 
bomber squadron under direct NATO com¬ 
mand. The CCC statement, before resuming 
the continuing critique of NATO and imper¬ 
ialism, acclaimed W. Germany’s Red Army 
Fraction for an earlier attack on the same 
NATO force at Ramstein in August 1981. No 
mention was made of the recent wave of 
police repression; most of the statement 
consisted of a scathing attack on the peace 
movement leadership for refusing to ac¬ 
knowledge that the threat of nuclear war 
was more than just a potentially apocalyptic 
blunder by misguided world leaders. Even 
the model W. German peace movement was 
in shambles, the statement said, because its 
militants realized that years of pacifist 
struggle had produced nothing. 

THE AFTER-MAMMOTH 

The December 11 attack on the NATO 
pipeline system remains the CCC’s most 
dramatic action to date. Its timing, only a 
few days before ‘defense’ ministers from 
NATO countries met in Brussels, focused 
world attention on the growing anti-NATO 
underground. Having ^tablished itself as 
an autonomous Belgian guerilla movement, 
the CCC stressed in their pipeline statement 
the international nature of the illegal front. 

Already the events of the new year are 
demonstrating the formidable strength of 
that international movement. After a car 
bomb exploded outside NATO headquarters 
in Brussels Januar y 15, the CCC issued a 
statement dedicating the action to the 
militants of the Red Army Fraction. The 
same day, the RAF and Action Directe 
announced they would work together, 
“forming a joint political-military front in 
Western Europe” with NATO as its main 
target. The deaths of two major internation¬ 
al arms dealers, the French General Rene 
Audran and the German industrialist Dr. 
Ernst Zimmerman, followed soon after, 
responsibility for the killings being claimed 
by Action Directe and the RAF, respect¬ 
ively. In Portugal, the Popular Forces of 
April 25, FP-25, have claimed responsibility 
for at least three actions: the shelling of the 
American embassy in Lisbon in November, 
the shelling of a squadron of NATO ships in 
January, and, in February, the bombing of 
14 cars at the Beja airbase in southern 
Portugal. 

Meanwhile, Belgian police have spent 
half of their annual budget in January alone, 
but are no closer to stopping the CCC. 
Officials admit their heavy-handed meas¬ 
ures have become something of a grim joke 
among Belgians. “Our failure will simply 
bring recruits to the CCC,” an official 
confesses. Foreign correspondents compare 
Brussels to a city beseiged. Since the year 
began, the number of police in the streets 
has tripled, parked trucks seal off embassies 
and public buildings from the threat of car 
bombs. Random roadblocks are an everyday 
event. Yet another anti-terrorist strike force 
has been formed, this one to spy on traveller 
and watch airports. 

The political turmoil in Belgium has also 
stalled the NATO deployment schedule, 
which called for 16 cruise missiles to arrive 
in Belgium by mid-March. In W. Germany, 
Portugal and France, where police recently 
claimed to have broken the underground 
resistance, the anti-NATO movements are 
as strong as ever. Will 1985 be the year the 
NATO conspiracy is broken? As the CCC 
put it in their pipeline statement: “From 
Portugal to W. Germany, from Italy to 
Ireland, from Greece to Spain...a wind of 
hope and struggle is rising that unites all 
people in the struggle against imperialism.” 


2 RESISTANCE: DOCUMENTS AND ANAL YSES OF THE ILLEGAL FRONT 

























HOTTING 

COMMUNIST 

Litton Subsidiary Attacked 


T oday, oct. 2 , ’84, we 

bombed the offices and 
shops of Litton Business 
Belgium SA at 59 rue du 
Bon Pasteur in Evere. This com¬ 
pany sells imported products (com¬ 
puter software, Sweda electronic 
cash registers, etc...) from the US 
electronics multinational Litton In¬ 
dustrial. Litton Industrial, 18th el¬ 
ectronic multinational (in 1982 at 
the world level) is one of the 
principle purveyors of arms to 
NATO. For example, in the single 
month of June of this year, Litton 
received two US Navy contracts: 
parts for the electronic jamming 
system for attack planes (14.3 
million dollars US) and the sight¬ 
ing system for F-18 fighters (97.6 
million dollars US). 

But above all, and principally 
with its Canadian subsidiary, Lit¬ 
ton Industrial is the designer, 
producer, and builder of the guid¬ 
ance system for the Cruise missile, 
for which preparations for install¬ 
ation are well under way at the 
military base in Florennes. 

We wanted by our attack to 
directly threaten the interests of 
this monopoly by paralyzing its 
activities—hopefully for a long 
time—in this country. But the 
scope of our action was not limited 
to our attack carried out against a 
band of capitalists for whom the 
commerce of death has provided, 
in the first trimester of this year, a 
profit of 76.5 million dollars US. 
We shall, therefore, briefly de¬ 
velop the global political context 
that persuaded us to carry out this 
attack. 

The installation of the Cruise 
and Pershing missiles in Europe, 
ruptures in the East-West negot¬ 
iations, the multiplication in the 
last years of military conflicts and 
their qualities (political, geograph¬ 
ical, and economic) and their in¬ 
creasingly close connection with 
imperialist Europe, the arms race 
and the chauvinist ideological cru¬ 
sades... there are so many factors, 
the concrete evidence of a ten¬ 
dency that assers itself and that 
increasingly people here under¬ 
stand: the direct, growing, and 
manifest tendency of imperialist 
war. This tendency is increasingly 
the order of the day, not only in its 
nature, its evolution, and its devel¬ 
opment, but also in the reactions it 
engenders, the massive demon¬ 
strations that for years have jolted 
the European capitalists into con¬ 


sciousness, and in the emergence 
of a revolutionary practice like our 
attack on Litton. 

Revolutionary, because our 
action was intended to demon¬ 
strate that: imperialist war is ab¬ 
solutely indivisible from the capit¬ 
alist mode of production, in fact, it 
is the product, to the extent that it 
is an unavoidable phase, to the 
extent that it is the outcome/over¬ 
coming of the economic crisis, to 
the extent that it is the only 
solution for capital to the destruc¬ 
tion of its base of production. We 
will try to explain this. 

Imperialist war (which, don’t 
forget, is constantly waged against 
the peoples of the entire world) is 
in its global quality the only 
adequate solution for the powerful 
capitalists in crisis because war 
permits them, in the first place, to 
increase their bases of production 
(in the imperialist stage where new 
sectors for exploitation have run 
out long ago) either at the expense 
of the enemy or by the redistrib¬ 
ution of zones of influence; in the 
second place the tendency to war 
and the war itself permit the 
mobilization by war production/ 
economy of capital, workers, and 
production structures (factories, 
etc...) which are, as a result of the 
crisis of overproduction such as 
that which we are now experienc¬ 
ing, accumulate en masse on the 
market, excluded from and useless 
for the process of capitalist produc¬ 
tion, unfit for revalorization of 
capital. 

Sinister examples of this ‘dy¬ 
namic’ are not lacking, of which 
the most flagrant is the unre¬ 
strained militarization of nazi im¬ 
perialism, which between ’33 and 
’39, regenerated the German 
economy...and absorbed the un¬ 
employed! More generally war has 
always served as a trampoline for 
capitalism because it permits, via 
destruction and upheaval, the ab¬ 
sorption of overproduction so that 
profits can be made and the mul¬ 
tiple conditions of exploitation of 
workers can be radically modified 
within a new era of capitalist 
expansion...until the next crisis 
and the next war. 

Therefore, we affirm, and we 
aren’t inventing anything, because 
it is the ABCs of marxist econo¬ 
mics, that the economic crisis 
which is affecting the entire world 
is not an ‘accident of the course of 
the market economics’ or the 
balance sheet of the so-called 
benefits of the ’60s for which 


workers are presented as respon¬ 
sible—which we will overcome by 
sacrificing according to all the 
bourgeois economists—but really 
the product of the nature of ex¬ 
ploitation which can’t be overcome 
except by war. 

—The perfection of the means of 
production especially in the last 
decades, the progress in elect¬ 
ronics, in robot technology, in 


computer technology, etc... will 
permit an abundance of wealth and 
an endless growth of free time, 
which is very easy to understand 
given that the application of these 
methods of production permits 
increased production, faster, an 
with fewer workers, of the pro¬ 
ducts, wealth, structures neces¬ 
sary for existence. Nevertheless, 
we live the contrary! The capitalist 
system in its only quest: profit, 
keeps us in this situation where, as 
Engels wrote, we find “On the one 
hand, the perfecting of machinery 
(...) which is the equivalent of a 
constantly growing elimination of 


workers (...) on the other hand, the 
limitless extension of production 
(...). The two factors, the unheard 
of development of productive for¬ 
ces, offering more than is neces¬ 
sary to meet the demand, overpro¬ 
duction (...) here excess in means 
of production and products—there 
excess of unemployed workers 
without the means of subsistence 

U)” 

The mass of workers put on 
unemployment with just the means 
of survival (thanks to taxes and 
fees imposed on other workers) are 
excluded, due to lack of means, 
from the riches produced by the 
machines which have replaced 
them, riches which, therefore, in 
the same way as these workers, 
are found—for capitalism—in ‘too 
great a quantity’ on the market. 

—In the capitalist system scientific 
progress and its application to the 
production of goods necessary for 
all, the machine (or the robot, or 
the computer...) instead of con¬ 
cretely signifying abundance and 
better living conditions, becomes 
synoiiymous with misery: “The 
bourgeoisie is convinced of the 
incapacity to advantageously use 
its productive social forces” 
(Engels). 

The economic crisis of the cap¬ 
italist system of production is not a 
crisis of under-production but a 
crisis of over-production of wealth. 

And we live today in the following 
fashion: 

• over-production of the means of 
production (capital has too many 
factories, mines, steel works..., 
but not because production of 


steel or coal has become unneces¬ 
sary, outdated, or excessive with 
regards to the real needs of the 
population, but because there is 
unnecessary and excess with re¬ 
gards to the market). 

• over-production of wealth (the 
shrinking of the market, the lack of 
solvent clients on the national or 
international level...which leads 
bourgeois economists, sitting on 
the Community for example, to 
explain to us that the EEC has an 
excess of milk products...while two 
million human beings of a total of 
four billion on this planet suffer 
from malnutrition). 



• over-production of capital (the 
open industrial activity has nar¬ 
rowed, investments desert pro¬ 
duction to turn towards speculative 
and unproductive activities: banks, 
credit...infernal logic by which we 
quickly reach the end, for example 
the US financial and banking 
system is on the edge of collapse 
after the politic of loan and spec¬ 
ulation, notably in the Third 
World). 

• over-production of workers (put 
on unemployment or simply ex¬ 
cluded from the process of produc¬ 
tion by the technological develop¬ 
ments in the course of developing 
capitalist profits. The bourgeoisie 
arrive, therefore, at the full devel¬ 
opment of their absurdity, to ren¬ 
der the progress of humanity con¬ 
trary to the progress of life...). 
Already, at the dawn of capitalist 
society it was the same because 
the bourgeoisie plunged entire 
populations into misery (notably in 
England) by introducing the textile 
trades permitting a fantastic pro¬ 
ductivity! 

But beyond this certainty, it 
must be stressed so as to develop 
an appropriate strategy that the 
bourgeoisie, each time, overcomes 
its contradictions, and the import¬ 
ance, developed across the years, 
of the tendancy towards war. The 
imperialist system has nothing to 
offer except misery. It has no 
perspective for tomorrow except 
war. There is nothing left except 
destruction. 

And from this perspective cer¬ 
tain companies like Litton intend to 
make more profits. Because the 
tendency towards war shouldn't be 
considered as an automatism to 
which governments and military 
general staffs submit mechani¬ 
cally; it is a general tendency of 
the system which everybody per¬ 
ceives and vis-a-vis which every¬ 
body takes position according to 
r tfeir «TO imeresfs*An3 it is tHus 
that the ranks of the imperialist 
bourgeoisie and arms merchants, 
the politicians and war-mongering 
ideologues, the diplomats and 
military brass, from a group of 
interests which constitute tdhe 
boundaries of an authentic ‘party 
of war’. It is this party that is the 
principle enemy of the revolution¬ 
aries and workers of all countries. 

Against this repugnant ‘party of 
war’ there exists for us, commun¬ 
ists, only one road, that of Social 
Revolution, because as Engels 
said: “The expansive force of the 
means of production will destroy 
the chains which the capitalist 
mode of production has con¬ 
strained it with. This liberation is 
the only condition for an uninter¬ 
rupted development of the produc¬ 
tive forces, progressing at an ever- 
increasing speed, to be followed by 
an increase of production prac¬ 
tically without limit (...). The pos¬ 
sibility to assure, by means of 
social productivity, all members of 
society an existence not only per¬ 
fectly sufficient from a material 
point of view and daily becoming 
more so, but also guaranteeing the 
broadening and full and complete 
exercising of their physical and 
intellectual capacities, this possib¬ 
ility exists, today for the first time, 
but it exists. ” 

And as we can read in the 
Communist Manifesto: “Commun¬ 
ists refuse to hide their opinions 
and intentions. They openly pro¬ 
claim that their goals can’t be 
attained except by the violent 
overthrow of the entire social 
order. The ruling class trembles 
before the communist revolution. 
The proletariat has nothing to lose 
but their chains. They have a world 
to win’’. 

Con't next page 
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CCC—From page 3 

We communist know that peace 
won’t appear until capitalism, the 
cause of war, disappears, so it is 
not necessary to avoid war, but 
more than ever to realize social 
revolution by following Lenin’s 
slogan: 

AGAINST IMPERIALIST WAR, 
CIVIL WAR! 

WE MUST ORGANIZE AN 
ATTACK WITHOUT 
LETTING UP! 

FORWARD TO THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
FIGHTING PROLETARIAN 
ORGANIZATION! 

FORWARD TO THE 
COMMUNIST REVOLUTION! 

ALL POWER TO THE 
WORKERS! 

BE ON GUARD! 

Fighting Communist Cells for the 
Construction of the Fighting 
Proletarian Organization 

BE ON GUARD 

Today by our action against the 
multinational Litton the Fighting 
Communist Cells impose an organ¬ 
ized politico-military armed 
struggle in this country which until 
now has been too little touched by 
the armed struggle for commun¬ 
ism. We wish, with this first 
action, to make a point concerning 
one side of the military struggle, 
its practical consequences at the 
moment of action and our political 
position regarding this. We hope 
that these positions are as widely 
distributed—as they are indis- 
sociable—as our global position. 

We know that the elementary 
police practice of the bourgeoisie 
(the government commisariats) 
has always been to slander the 
revolutionary movements. Many 
people now know from experience 
how the media at the service of the 
dominant power reports social 
demonstrations, factory occupat¬ 
ions, the legitimate demands of 
the workers, and the imperialist 
politics of world domination... We 
also know the filthy gossip which 
appointed flunkeys and other ‘ob¬ 
jective’ scum never miss a chance 
to peddle about us, which obliges 
us to stress one of our fundamental 
communist principles: The actions 
of the revolutionary guerilla are 
never directed against the people, 
but always against the enemies of 
the people, the bourgeoisie and 
their allies. 

That is the politics of commun¬ 
ists, it is our identity, and it can’t 
be otherwise without betraying our 
history and our goals! Who fights 
so the imperialist war doesn’t 
plunge hundreds of millions of 
workers of the world into misery? 
Who fights for a real peace based 
on the disappearance of the 
enemies of the people? The com¬ 
munists! Who is preparing a mas¬ 
sacre larger than any that has ever 
occured? The imperialist bour¬ 
geoisie. 

Who dares to treat us like 
terrorists? The bourgeoisie who 
rule this country, lackeys of US 
imperialism, and mercenaries of 
the Societe Generale, toss hun¬ 
dreds of workers into unemploy¬ 
ment with nothing to do but wait 
for the gas and electricity to be cut 
off, total misery because the mal¬ 
nutrition/extermination of one half 
of the planet no longer satisfies 
them. 

We attack this imperialist bour¬ 
geoisie, who rule us with their 
mercenaries, cops, gendarmes, 
and other military forces, with 
armed struggle, and we want to 
limit our targets to these enemies 


of the proletariat—without forget¬ 
ting their employer mentioned 
above—so clearly: when carrying 
out actions against the apparatus 
of the bourgeoisie our fighters take 
all necessary measures, even those 
which increase the risk of the 
operation (threatening successful 
execution or the security of the 
cell), to avoid injuring people 
living in the neighbourhood or 
passersby... 
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It is, therefore, necessary, and 
in the interests of all, and because 
it is our political desire, to defend 
the interests of the population in 
all military aspects of the class 
war. This, therefore means we 
must make certain security 
measures known, to avoid acci¬ 
dents and above all the possibility 
for the police forces to consciously 
organize a massacre which the 
subsequently present as the pro¬ 
duct of our ‘crazy terrorism’ when 
it is they that are the armed pillars 
of a social order which can’t be 
surpassed in its historical use of 
terrorism. 

In the perspective of our devel¬ 
opment we think we have already 
given some indications, some pre¬ 
cise instructions so that, starting 
now, our actions don’t hurt anyone 
but the enemies of the workers, 
and never the population who we 
call to join us in the international 
social revolution: 

If you are, one day, confronted 
with an action of the fighting 
communist cells FOLLOW THE 
REVOLUTIONARIES INSTRUCT¬ 
IONS, THEY HAVE NOTHING IN 
MIND EXCPET YOUR INTER¬ 
ESTS! If you work within the 
structures of domination and an 
attack is announced immediately 
leave the premises, even against 
the warnings of the little bosses or 
the cops, refuse to collaborate with 
police investigations...at some 
later point we will discuss sabo¬ 
tage and desertion of institutions 
which exploit us! 

When the Fighting Communist 
Cells carry out a bomb attack—like 
the one against Litton today, we 
again stress that we take all the 
necessary precautions so that it is 
done with the greatest care pos¬ 
sible, if you notice us from your 
home get away from the windows, 
the charge which our fighters place 
is calculated not to touch neigh¬ 
bouring buildings and the only risk 
lies in the air action caused by the 
blast and projectiles at the moment 
of explosion. 

We sincerely apologize—and we 
leave the hypocrisy to the elected 
who will whine tomorrow—for the 
rude awakening caused by certain 
of our actions. But we think it is 
less dramatic than that which 
awaits us in the case of war, either 
in the form of bombs or the 
departure to the butchery, and if 
we don’t want either of these 
eventualities we must organize to 
concretely bring the exploiters to 
their kinees! 

Above all we think that it is time 
for us to wake up, for us to fight, 
because it is today that we make 
tomorrow ’ s history! 

FOR COMMUNISM 
FIGHTING COMMUNIST CELLS 


Military Truck Manufacturer Attacked 


T oday, oct. 3 , 1984, 

by means of incendiary 
bombs and 150 litres of 
oil, we bombed the trac¬ 
tors for semi-trailers in the parking 
lot of the West German company 
M.A.N. Truck & Bus, an associate 
of the Belgian company Hocke, 
which serves them as an importer, 
with whom they share the industri¬ 
al park at 13a Gosetlaan in Dil- 
beek. 

The choice of this target is easily 
understood when one knows that 
M.A.N., 7th military manufacturer 
in West Germany, is the manufac¬ 
turer of the semis [model Pl-A-EL] 
which transport and launch the 
Pershing II, recently deployed by 
NATO in West Germany. 

When M.A.N. constructs mili¬ 
tary trucks for the Belgian army (a 
contract which lasted from ’74 
until ’81 in which period M.A.N. 
delivered 3736 thousand four ton 
FB trucks), when M.A.N. manu¬ 
factures 465 vehicles for the Per¬ 
shing II system, when M.A.N. 
produces motors for armoured cars 
(notably the diesel which Bru- 
geoise-Nivelles place in the SIB- 
MAS armoured car in Manage) or 
battle-ships, etc., it is the job of 
the revolutionaries to put an end to 
their activities. It is in this sense 
that our military intervention must 
be understood. 

On the occasion of our attack 
against Litton we explained why 
the war which threatens this con¬ 
tinent today is not the result of 
some perversion of the leaders of 
White House or the Kremlin, but a 
logical consequence, an inherent 
tendency of capitalist crisis. The 
war, and its preparation, is the 
road on which the imperialist 
system advances because for them 
it is the only route on which their 
profit logic can subsist. 

Faced with this situation: “The 
real artisan of democratic peace is 
not the man who repeats, in 
general terms, the pious wishes of 
pacifism, never doing anything of 
consequence or engaging in any¬ 
thing, but he who denounces the 
imperialist character of the war 
and the imperialist peace that it is 
preparing, and who calls the 
people to revolution against the 
criminal governments’’ -Lenin. 

We will now attempt to explain 
the obvious convergence between 
our action against Litton and the 
one against M.A.N. That is to say, 
the participation of these two 
companies in the program of in¬ 
stallation of the new U.S. missiles, 
the Cruise and Pershing. 

The deployment of these new 
missiles is, as everyone is quite 
aware today as is proved by 
the monstrous demonstrations of 
recent years, a new fact that 
radically modifies the situation in 
Europe. The ‘qualities’ of the 
Cruise and Pershing and their 
combination has not created a 
counter-balance of dissuasion as 
certain lackeys claim, but a first 
strike atomic force. 

When one know that the Per¬ 
shing II will reach its target in 
Soviet territory in less than five 
minutes after launching and that it 
is not, in effect, detectable until 
after impact and explosion, when 
one knows that the Cruise flies 
below the level of radar detection 
of the Eastern countries, when one 
knows the phenomenal precision of 
these missiles whose margin of 
error can be measured in metres, 
when one reflects on the limited 


atomic charge of these missiles 
which are destined for tactical use 
against military forces and install¬ 
ations, and, finally, when one sees 
the capacity which NATO now has 
to saturate Western Europe with 
these missiles, carried by planes, 
ships, or submarines, and in the 
words of Reagan, which are to be 
constructed ‘by the thousand’, 
cumulatively these factors clearly 
expose that via the deployment of 
the Pershing and Cruise NATO is 
constructing a fundamental arm 
for its aggressive war-mongering 
policy. 

This war-mongering policy is a 
reality, a defined and planned 
project that daily becomes more 
concrete in the series of NATO 
programs, such as that of the US 
(therefore, the poisonous propo- 
ganda to make us belive that this is 
a ‘response to the installation of 
Soviet SS20s in ’77, when the 
Pershing II program was launched 
in ’72!) set in motion by General 
Haig (whom the Red Army Faction 
attacked on June 25, ’79 when he 
was going to SHAPE, near Mons), 
or that defined in the plans of 
General Rogers who launched the 
program for massive quantitative 
and qualitative expansion of con¬ 
ventional NATO arms before 1990 
(that is to say, non-atomic arms). 

We wish to stress that when we 
speak of the atomic war into which 
US imperialism is dragging their 
European vassals we don’t fall into 
the classic cliches about nuclear 
apocalypse, the total destruction of 
the planet, etc... These infernal 
visions—so simplistic—have no 
other function then that of per¬ 
mitting certain people to pre- 
emptorily state: ‘it’s impossible’, 
‘they wouldn’t dare start such a 
war...they aren’t that crazy’ and 
above all to conclude: ‘these new 
arms are only for dissuasion, to 


maintain the equilibrium that pre¬ 
vents war’. These declarations— 
prayers repeated by certain re¬ 
signed individuals are well within 
the boundaries of bourgeois propo- 
ganda for justifying militarist folly 
and state terrorism: ‘all the arms, 
all populations reciprocally held 
hostage by delicately posed atomic 
weapons translated into ‘equili¬ 
brium of strength’, don’t they 
preserve peace? Have we had a 
war? No, so, therefore, best con¬ 
tinue like this!’ 

This mass of monstrous stupid¬ 
ity has lasted long enough, we 
must denounce these enormous 
lies! The war has never stopped, 


not a year has passed since the last 
world butchery without imperial¬ 
ism, directly or via lackeys and 
puppets, taking the war to the four 
corners of the world: Panama, 
Cuba, Saint-Dominique, Algeria, 
Chile, Angola, Palestine, Congo, 
Korea, Shaba, Vietnam, El Sal¬ 
vador, Grenada, Ireland, Malay¬ 
sia, etc... The war is a daily 
phenomenon for imperialism, and 
if the relative distance of the zones 
of conflict has permitted certain 
people to quickly forget it, the 
return of the threat of war to the 
imperialist centres has jarred the 
memory of some people from this 
continent. 

For imperialism war is only a 
question of interests. And the 
interests in the one being prepared 
by the Western leader: the US, are 
manifold, the circumspection of 
nuclear targets in central Europe 
(therefore, preserving the North 
American sanctuary), the exten¬ 
sion of total war into Europe, the 
Mediterranean, the Middle East, 
and the Carribean, those are the 
criminals prospects of the Penta¬ 
gon. And anyone who believes that 
US imperialism would hesitate for 
a moment before ravaging, in the 
fire of modern war, all of Europe in 
organized confrontation with the 
USSR and the people engaged in 
struggle in the Third World, any¬ 
one who believes in this prospect 
in an irresponsible idiot! Equally 
idiotic or dishonest is anyone who 
claims the imperialist bourgeoisie 
in Western Europe, multinational 
or governmental, only desires to 
oppose this: they are also prepar¬ 
ing to divide the spoils made on 
the backs of the people. There is 
no longer any doubt on this sub¬ 
ject, all governments are the fiefs 
of NATO as was indicated by the 
few cases of popular refusal to the 
deployment of missiles in the 


European theatre. 

If we consider the US as the 
aggressive motor force in this 
tendency for imperialist war, this 
isn’t sufficient reason to assign the 
USSR a ‘good role’, because even 
if we don’t think the USSR is today 
developing a policy of total war, its 
capitalist nature has for a long 
time excluded it from the ranks of 
the world communist revolution, 
and the taking of hostages in the 
imperialist centres under the 
threat of its missiles makes it the 
secondary objective enemy of the 
European proletariat. 

People must stop playing the 
Con’t on page 10 
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Below we present two communiques from the French urban guerilla organization 
Action Directe, along with the statements of two imprisoned members of this 
revolutionary group who, along with several others, have taken up a hunger strike to 
demand their re groupment together and with other political prisoners. 

These texts have been translated from the French anti-imperialist paper 
U Internationale, which published them in the face of a complete media blackout 
manipulated by the state. 

The attack on an Atlanticist Centre in Paris July 12, ’84, and the bombing of the 
European Space Agency August 2nd—the two communiques of which we reprint 
here—form part of a recent Action Directe campaign which includes the bombing of 

the French defense Ministry July 13, ’84, the Industry Ministry July 14th, and the 
assasination of Brigadier-General Rene Audran on January 26, ’85. 

One response of the French state to this offensive by Action Directe was the arrest 
of the L’lnternationale collective, saying that the newspaper was simply a 
mouthpiece for the guerilla organization. The arrest of these comrades is a severe 
blow to the anti-imperialist movement, since L* Internationale (press run: 6,000) was 
one of the few European papers which consistently and capably covered the growing 
armed offensive against NATO and war production manufacturers in the advanced 
capitalist countries, as well as liberation struggles in the Third World. The closure of 
the newspaper and the arrest of its editorial collective echoes a similar move by the 
West German state against the important autonomist paper Radikal, which often 
published communiques from the Revolutionary Cells. 



T hursday, august 2nd, 1984 
at 11:40 p.m. we attacked the Eur¬ 
opean Space Agency. The ag¬ 
reement setting up the ESA was 
signed May 31, 1975 by 11 European 
countries. It was the outcome of the 
European space cooperation of the 1960’s 
(Eldo, Esro). European space cooperation 
just celebrated its 20th anniversary. With 
the Agency, it has reached full maturity. 
The era of industrialization and of European 
military space activity is now open. 

The time for a concrete utilization of the 
ESA has now arrived. It is now the 
governments’ turn, under the initiative of 
the ESA, to create the opportunities necess¬ 
ary for the practical development military 
political control in space by European 
coutries. 

With the signing of the ESA Agreement 
in 1975, an operational supervising center 
was created with political, military, as well 
as industrial goals. Its function is to effect a 
division of labour and to develop the 
practical planning of projects within the 
European community of interests. 

The Agency attempts to go beyond the 
inter-European contradictions and the resul¬ 
ting weaknesses. As for the (stimulating) 
competition with the USA, it is indeed 
present, but only at the industrial and 
economic level, and not within the global 
strategy of the military-political imperialist 
project: six of the member countries of the 
ESA, as well as two countries with observer 
status in the ESA, are members of NATO. 

This interconnection between European 
countries - formal and informal members of 
NATO - and the USA reveals itself in the 
various agreements concerning space pro¬ 
jects in the past 20 years. One of them, the 
space shuttle “Spacelab”, which was built 
by West Germany with the backing of the 
USA, subjects the European countries to the 
whims of the USA through the signing of the 
NASA/ESA Agreement. This agreement 
sets up the division of labor as follows: “The 
ESA will conceive and produce the ‘Space- 
lab’, will provide logistical support during 


the two first flights, and will insure the 
establishment in Europe of mass production 
facilities, which implies that Europeans 
have to ‘pay their fare’ for the subsequent 
flights.” 

In exchange, the USA will grant their 
faithful servants, through the ESA, relative 
autonomy in their undertakings which do 


not question but which complement Amer¬ 
ican hegemony. 

Some examples: 

• The “observation” and “telecommun¬ 
ication” Marec satellites: mobile tele¬ 
communication for the military and mer¬ 
chant navy; 

• ECS-European Communication Satellites: 

punctual links between fixed terminals; 

• Telecom I: military, inter-firm, civilian 
communication and computer data trans¬ 
mission; 

• Skynet: British military telecommunica- 
ions program using the Telecom platform; 

• Intelsat: world organization of commun¬ 
ication by geo-stationary satellites under 
American technical control; 

• Spot: prototypical system for the obser¬ 
vation of the earth; 

• Syracus: radio-communication system 
using a satellite created for the Navy; 

• ERS: teledetecting satellite; 

• Samro: observation satellite with solely 
military purposes; project frozen in 1982 
due to funding cutbacks but which might 
concretely resurface as a result of the 
Franco-German agreement. 

All of the above satellite systems, except 
for Samro which is not yet operational, are 
protected through scientific secrecy which 
serves to obscure their military purposes. 
Telecom I: “military, me? Never, I carry 
science”. 

For all of those who denounced our 
operation against the ESA as an attack 
against a civilian, scientific and peace- 
oriented organization, we only need to quote 
Mr. F. Allest, the president of Arianespace, 
who has utmost knowledge in the area 
(interviewed for the magazine Aviation 
Internationale No. 878) 

“—Not much is ever said about the 
military uses of Ariane. Where are things at 
presently? 

“—There is first of all the Telecom I 
satellite which has in itself a military role 
and which constitutes the major element of 
the Syracuse guidance system used by the 
units of the French Navy. As well, we are 
engaged in negotiations with Great Britain 
to launch a third prototype of the military 
communications satellite Skynet 4. 

We are also conducting some research, 
in cooperation with the Federal Republic of 
Germany, on the launching of reconnais¬ 
sance satellites. As for the European mili¬ 
tary orbiting station, an idea proposed by 
President Mitterrand, we will have to check 
first, if Ariane 5 were to be used to transport 
parts for its construction, whether such a 
mission would be compatible with article 4 
of the January 27, 1967 Space Treaty (the 


terms of which are rather vague—editor’s 
note)” 

(interview by J. Marmain) 

So, like this, Ariane has a solely civilian 
purpose? And space scientific technlogy is 
just civilian and peace-oriented? 

The revolutionaries, the proletarians, and 
the oppressed people of the Third World 
know very well, for having experienced their 
effects daily all their lives, the nature of the 
‘pacifist’ and ‘pacifying’ applications of 
science to the relations of exploitation and 
oppression within the capitalist system. All 
that is required is to recall the Nazi medical 
experiments, the American atomic bomb 
experiments on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
the chemical experiments during the Viet 
Nam war, and all the scientific research on 
armaments during the 250 conflicts - arti¬ 
culations of the counter-revolution in the 
Third World - since World War II, the 
‘scientific’ application of torture during the 
Algerian war, all the way to the present 
experiments in sensory deprivation, within 
the context of ‘cleaning up’ and restruct¬ 
uring of the proletariat and the preventative 
measures taken for the capitalist-imperialist 
war. 

We do not attack science, defined as 
advances in the history of humanity and of 
the proletariat, with its emancipating poten¬ 
tial. Rather, we attack it in its central role 
within the relations of capitalist domination. 
We attack it because it is only through the 
commercialization of ‘space techniques’ 
that the military-imperialist strategic pro¬ 
ject of conquest of the world by space can be 
realized. 

The civilian sector in the USA has always 
benefitted directly from the military effort, 
given the importance of the American space 
military program, gaining from it an impor¬ 
tant competitive advantage which makes 
Europe dependent. This has the opposite 
effect in Europe where, technologically 
speaking, the civilian sector (due to US 
exports) precedes the military sector. 
According to General Lacaze, this forces the 
‘public powers’ to “the present financial 
outlays of about 500 million FF in projects of 
military utilization of space”. To this must 
be added another 275 million FF in 1984 
representing the armed forces contribution 
to the CNES budget. (Information provided 
by General Lacaze in the review Air et 
Cosmos No. 1002) 

The purpose of this is to secure European 
participation in the imperialist strategy of 
conquest and domination. 

To open up a new terrain for political and 
military offensives is to attack, practically 
Con’t next page 
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ATLANTICIST CENTRE BOMBED 


W E ATTACKED THE UEO 
(Union de l’Europe Occiden 
tale). The UEO was estab¬ 
lished in 1954. It regroups 
the European States that were then NATO 
members. France is part of this group, and 
was careful, after its spectacular withdrawal 
from the NATO command, not to leave the 
more discrete structure of the UEO. 

The function of the UEO is to effect a 
synthesis of two apparently contradictory 
axes: the definition of a European action 
unit and its integration within the overall 
context of imperialist wars. The UEO 
addresses the need to create formal eco¬ 
nomic, political and military tools for the 
defense of its interests, the need to resolve 
the inter-imperialist contradictions by, for 
instance, making compatible and comple¬ 
mentary the great alliances of the ‘free 
world’ (NATO, SEATO, UEO) to benefit 
the interests of multinational capital, as well 
as the need to establish mediating struc¬ 
tures to confront a public worried by the 
development of missiles and the ‘star wars’ 
scheme. 

The UEO originates with the 1948 Brus¬ 
sels Treaty, reinforced by the 1954 Paris 
Agreements. The UEO consists of (1) 
a Council, composed of ministers of foreign 
affairs and ambassadors, which is charged 


STATEMENT BY HEYLIETTE BESSE 

O N THE DATE OF SEPTEMBER 
15, 1984, I am starting an unlim¬ 
ited hunger strike so that my voice 
will be heard; 

• So our political identity be recognized. 

• For an end to the regime of total or partial 
solitary confinement of groups such as 
D11R or the B group at the MAF of 
Fleury-Merogis which are nothing but 
disguised solitary confinement units. 

• For all of us to have the right to visits with 
friends and relatives and this in non-parti- 
tioned visiting quarters. 

• For the end to the separation of all 
revolutionary prisoners without any dis¬ 
tinction with respect to sex or revolution¬ 
ary organization, and of the so-called 
“social” prisoners who have the same 
demands-this, however, without being 
secluded from the general prison popul¬ 
ation. 

• For the rights of political prisoners active 
in the same organization to hold meetings 
and the right to prepare jointly for a trial 
that will only be a political trial. 

• To protest in solidarity with my Basque 
comrades against the courts decision to 
extradite and deport them. 

As fighters in Action Directe, we are all 
affected in the same way by the charges 
against any of use whether they are founded 
or not. Our actions are elements in and 
stages of a common global struggle. I will 
therefore refuse to personalize or individual¬ 
ize my defense. I demand that my comrades 
and I be charged and tried collectively on 
the offenses attributed to us. Our struggle 
and responsibility is collective and not 
individual. 

We are and will remain inseparably 


with defining the policies and guidelines of 
the UEO in close cooperation with NATO; 
(2) an assembly of parliamentarians with a 
consultative role; and (3) a set of permanent 
committees which exercise control over 
stocks and types of armaments in Europe. 
As indicated by (French) Minister of De¬ 
fense Charles Hernu, “The UEO is the sole 
cooperative organization in defense mat¬ 
ters.” Significant detail: while the policy 
bodies of the UEO are located in Great 
Britain, the bodies in charge of armaments 
are located in Paris, which, once again 
confirms France’s leadership role in this 
sinister domain. 

Since its creation, the role of the UEO 
appears to be that of a mediator responsible 
for the integration of all European countries 
within the Atlantist bloc. In particular, this 
involved the resolution of the problem posed 
by the former Axis countries: Germany and 
Italy. Indeed, the enemies of yesterday had 
to be reunited once, to quote Churchill, 
“with the slaughter of Nazism, the bad pig 
was eliminated”. The Soviet Union had now 
become the main enemy, and this in the 
name of capital. 

The history of the UEO is the history of 
inter-imperialist contradictions and of the 
domination of American imperialism over 
European imperialism. 

Before and during the ‘detente’ period, 


united in the struggle. We refuse to let our 
actions and goals be criminalized and 
fragmented. 

Heylietter Besse, 

revolutionary anarchist-communist fighter 
in Action Directe. 

p.s. I specify that I will accept during this 
hunger strike no controls or medical care. 

STATEMENT BY REGIS SCHLEICHER 

M y comrades and myself 

started a hunger strike on Sep¬ 
tember 15th. We concur with the 
demands of Heyliette Besse. 

Our hunger strike situates itself within 
the overall framework of the renewal of the 
proletariat’s offensive to organize its liber¬ 
ation. The main axis of our demands is our 
struggle to be reunited. 

For us, this reuniting represents the 
possibility to relate to each other inside the 
prison as we had chosen to relate outside, 
namely within a collective project. But, 
above all, this reuniting is a struggle against 
capital’s project to coerce our identities into 
individualization. One of the functions of 
prisons is to be a terrain for the experiment¬ 
ation and the realization of imperialist 
projects within the western centres. 

This strike situates itself within the 
resumption of the offensive against a state 
which is a lackey to the multinationals, 
which destroys all those who do not submit 
to its reign/order of death, all of those who 
rebel against its economic order based on 
the exploitation of man, the programming of 
misery, and industrial restructuring. In 
Western Europe, the project of the state is 


there was a relative sluggishness in these 
relations which allowed the various national 
European bourgeoisies to pursue their profit 
goals while permitting the USA to establish 
more permanently its influence in various 
countries (West Germany, Great Britain). 
At that time, France was developing its own 
power-oreinted strategic research. 

And today, in search for a framework for a 



Atlanticist Centre 

common policy in western defense, Pres¬ 
ident Mitterrand was the first to remember 
the existence of the (almost forgotten) UEO 
Treaty. He put forth the concrete proposal 
of employing this Treaty to reinforce the 
influence of Western Europe within the 


to destroy class homogeneity through the 
fragmentation of the struggles waged by the 
proletariat, through the scattering of pro¬ 
ductive units, through the screening of 
those who have access to wage labour - as if 
wage labour were a supreme recompense. - 
This project is to desegregate the locus of 
struggles by using industrial restructuration 
as an instrument in the class war waged by 
capital against the working class. 

This hunger strike seeks to be a moment 
in this offensive which encompasses the 
most elementary forms of resistance in jails, 
factories, neighborhoods, as well as the 
armed attacks by communist organizations 
against the imperialist war machine as in 
the case of the campaign waged last 
summer by Action Directe. 

In France, the imperialist war project and 
the capitalist aggression against the work¬ 
ing class concretize themselves in the 
strengthening of an atlantist policy which 
includes renewed participation in atlantist , 
organizations (such as the Institut Atlant- 
ique or the Union de l’Europe Occidentale) 
and increased contributions to the develop¬ 
ment of war technology (such as the 
building of satellites for the European Space 
Agency). For this reason, international tools 
of domination and destruction have been the 
targets for attacks. 

This hunger strike seeks to be a moment 
towards the unification between basic 
actions of resistance and organized offen¬ 
sives, between the resistance fronts inside 
and outside prisons. It is part of the building 
of an international class organization. 

Whether we are inside or outside, our 
project is one of continuing struggle for 
communism. 

Solidarity with the Basque prisoners in 
their struggle against the courts’ decision to 
extradite and deport them. 

Solidarity with all the Western European 
prisoners in their struggles against separ¬ 
ation and/or for the abolition of special 
prison units, whether they are called quar¬ 
ters de haute securite, Bracetti de la morte, 
Todestrakte, or internal deportation of 
Spaniards and Basques. 

Solidarity with Turkish prisoners. 

Solidarity with Morroccan prisoners. 

Regis Schleicher 

Action Directe. 


Atlantic Alliance (the idea was then picked 
up by Bonn). From this arises the necessity 
of ‘revitalizing’ the UEO, a ‘revitalization’ 
which corresponds to a need of multi¬ 
national capital to unify the structures of 
economic, political and military decision 
making that transcend national borders. For 
instance, the EED, after a period of 
gestation, is now empowered to intervene 
directly in the economic policies of nation¬ 
states (see, for instance, the restructuring 
plans for the steel industry and the agri¬ 
cultural policy on dairy products, which 
have generated active opposition move¬ 
ments by workers and farmers, not only in 
Paris, Rome or Bonn, but also in Brussels or 
Washington). 

On the political level the European 
Parliament is attempting to go beyond 
national interests by establishing super¬ 
national political groups. This same Parli¬ 
ament, which allowed Turkey to return to its 
ranks despite its ban from the community, 
has created new means of social control: the 
integration of police forces, the central¬ 
ization of computerized police data banks in 
Wiesbaden(West Germany), etc. 

At the level of military planification and 
military alliances, the UEO constitutes the 
locus for the definition and the development 
of European ‘defense’. Today, European 
states pursue a policy of accelerating 
armaments production and establishing a 
system of integration of their armed forces. 
There are a number of such projects: 
European fighter planes, fighter helicop¬ 
ters, mine dredges, European Space 
Agency. 

This cooperation is essential to the 
building of a swift European armed action 
capacity, as has already been concretely 
stated. As Hernu declared at the 1982 UEO 
Congress: “We must go further in the 
domain of cooperation in the armaments 
industry.” 

For social democrats, their interests in 
the UEO is clearly expressed and entirely 
logical. The duality — European and Atlant¬ 
ist — of social democratic policy is evident. 
Not only do we have socialists as leaders of 
the UEO, such as Lucien Pignon, the 
socialist deputy for Pas-de-Calais, but also 
we see them as the most eager group behind 
the development of the UEO. 

Consider for instance Georges Lemoine’s 
proposals to create within the UEO a 
permanent committee in charge of studying 
questions such as armaments or...peace 
movements. 

This duality is also found in Mitterrand 
who, on the one hand, supports missile 
deployment and Franco-American collabor¬ 
ation in Chad, and, on the other hand, 
supports the necessity of the creation of a 
European defense pole. 

Above all, the revitalization of the UEO 
corresponds to Atlantist interests (ie. 
having Europeans abosrb defense costs( 
and to capitalist interests (ie. growth of the 
armaments industry). 

What is on the agenda for capital: the 
offensive. 

Destruction of the gains and the organ¬ 
izational structure of the proletariat which 
have been acquired through class struggle: 
lowering the reproductive costs of labour 
power, health costs, housing costs, edu¬ 
cation costs, etc. Destruction of the proletar¬ 
iat’s identity and collective consciousness. 
Atomization of the proletariat to re-orient 
production to serve the goals of imperialist 
war. 

This agenda constantly confronts the 
proletariat’s irreductible antagonism to¬ 
wards the exploitation of man by man, and 
the struggle of revolutionaries for commun¬ 
ism and their resolve to 

• Unify the splintered and isolated com¬ 
munist tendencies which are captive of a 
limited tactical perception, of workerism, 
of resignation, and which are unaware 
of the proletariat’s own strength as a 
class. 

• Reconstruct an identity and overall con- 

Con 't next page 
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Heyliette Besse, Claude Halfen, Nicolas Halfen, Regis Schleicher, members of 
Action Directe and Vincenzo Spano began a hunger strike on September 15, 1984 to 
protest their separation . 

On the same day, 100 prisoners at the Fleury-Merogis jail showed their solidarity 
by refusing to eat rations, 

Through their hunger strike, the five prisoners want to obtain an end to their 
separation , which is an essential condition to the maintenance of their identity . This 
locates their action both within the wider struggles of European political prisoners 
against the isolation the state uses to break them as well as within the general 
struggles of prisoners against prison conditions as manifested recently by the 
hunger strike of prisoners in Loos to commemerate the 1974 mutiny and the refusal 
by the Fleury-Merogis prisoners to reintegrate their cells. 
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South African Consulate Bombing 




W E BOMBED THE SOUTH, 
African consulate in New 
City to expose and stop part 
of the workings of the fascist 
South African government in this country. 

We act in solidarity with the hundreds of 
thousands of African people fighting in 
Sebokeng, Sharpeville, Soweto, and Evaton 
for education, decent housing, trade union 
rights, and an end to the degradation of 
apartheid laws. They go into the streets to 
fight white settler colonialism knowing that 
thousands have been murdered by the 
police over the past twenty years, but 
drawing courage rather than fear from 
the memory of Steven Biko and the martyrs 
of Sharpeville and Soweto. The cries of 
IZWE LETHU and AMANDLA make it clear 
that the destiny of Azania/South Africa lies 
in national liberation and national independ- 
ance. 

We extend our full suppport to the 


African National Congress (ANC) and the 
Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC), 
the organizations leading the struggle for 
national liberation. For years they have 
labored under the most repessive condit¬ 
ions to organize the masses, initiate the 
armed struggle, and internationally isolate 
the South African regime. 

Now Botha and Reagan are coordinating 
efforts to strengthen the South African 
government by furthering its military con¬ 
trol of Southern Africa, heightening internal 
repression, and breaking through its inter¬ 
national isolation to bring it directly into 
the inner circle of imperialist allies. That is 
the purpose of ‘constructive engagement’. 

The first stage was the military, eco¬ 
nomic, and political destabilization of 
Angola, Mozambique, and Lesotho. Angola 
and Mozambique were ‘convinced’ to sign 
reactionary accords that undermine support 
for the true representatives of the African 
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ception of a class in and of itself, by 
aiming at the material destruction of the 
articulation of the political, economic and 
military command centers of the capital¬ 
ist-imperialist system. 

The only possible perspective to hold in 
the face of the determined and reaffirmed 
will of the multinationals to disorganize the 
working classes of the western centers is 
that this new offensive initiative by the 
revolutionary organizations is necessary. 

CLASS WAR AGAINST IMPERIALIST 
WAR! 

BUILD THE COMMUNIST 
ORGANIZATION FROM THE FACTORIES 
AND THE NEIGHBORHOODS! 

FOR COMMUNIST UNITY IN THE 
OFFENSIVE AGAINST THE CAPITAL OF 
NATO AND THE MULTINATIONALS! 


Action Directe—FrompageS 

and militarily, specific targets. It is to 
disarticulate and expose those vital links 
and aspects of the political and social 
relationships which exist within the whole of 
the imperialist strategy. 

Therefore, declaring war on war does not 
simply mean to attack the military domain; 
it also means to work in a political and 
military fashion towards the destruction of 
the capitalist-imperialist system, a system 
which continues to reinforce its military 
apparatus in preparation for imperialist 
war, to ensure its perpetuation. 

To organize ourselves to attack, whether 
illegally or within the factories, is to 
concretely free ourselves of their control and 
surveillance apparatuses by determining 
collectively the terrains of destruction and 
reconstruction. It is to find again the 
identity of historical involvement for the 
freeing the emancipating of the proletariat, 
and for communism. 

We appreciated the^ intervention of Mr. 
Duman on TF1 who judged ‘stupid’ the 
activity of an extreme-left organization 
which could not limit itself to attacking the 
interests of US imperialism. We will take 
into account the observations of this social- 
democrat. But it seems to us that the 
present government is naive. As we have 
explained above, the obvious strategic link 
between space projects and the imperialism 
of multinationals - through industrial com¬ 
petition and international relations - is part 
of the overall tendency to war. 

CLASS WAR AGAINST IMPERIALIST 
WAR! 


BUILD COMMUNIST ORGANIZATIONS 
FROM THE FACTORIES AND 
NEIGHBOURHOODS! 

FOR THE UNITY OF COMMUNISTS IN 
THE OFFENSIVE AGAINST CAPITAL, 
THE MULTINATIONALS AND NATO! 

Unite Combattante Ciro Rlzzato 
Action Directe 


people in the region: the ANC, the PAC, 
and the South West African People’s 
Organization (SWAPO) of Namibia. With 
these in hand, Botha took off for a tour of 
the most reactionary leaders of Europe: 
Thatcher, Kohl, and the Pope. The real 
situation is that South Africa never totally 
withdrew from Angola, over 100,000 troops 
remain in Namibia, and South Africa just 
staged the most massive war games ever 
held by their military. 

Stage 2 of the imperialist strategy is the 
new constitution and parliament. It was 
never a serious effort at reform or co¬ 
optation of the Indian and so-called ‘color¬ 
ed’ masses—the Afrikaners themselves 
knew it would be overwhelmingly rejected. 
It was only a very small fig leaf designed for 
international, not internal, consumption; it 
will likely be used to justify a high-level trip 
by Botha or his representative to the US 
after the US elections. To insure that the 
masses knew that nothing had changed, 
Botha arrested mass leaders, murdered at 
least 50 African people in the streets in the 
space of three weeks and banned all 
meetings critical of the government. 

It was this entire system and the strategy 
of constructive engagement that was re¬ 
jected by the African masses. The uprising 
over the past month should send a clear 
message to progressive countries and 
people around the world: nothing has 
changed and the need to isolate and attack 
the white settler regime has only grown. 

Our attack tonight is in response to this 
call for heightened solidarity. But a much 
more massive, militant, and more consistent 
response must come from our movement. 
Historically this has only come frm the Black 
community - from the Garvey movement of 
the 20’s, to Malcolm X’s trips to Africa in 
the 60’s, to the massive African Liberation 
Day demonstrations of the late 60’s and 
70’s, to the Black Liberation Army’s attack 
on the sponsors of the South African rugby 
tour in 1981. There has been no commen¬ 
surate response from the progressive white 
community. This failure is rooted, at least in 
part, in the racism and white supremacy of 
this country which shaped the conscious¬ 
ness with which white people respond to the 
struggles of African people everywhere. 

One form this racism takes is to regard 
South Africa as unique—a throwback to 
slavery. It’s not. It is the modern crystal¬ 
lization of hundreds of years of capitalist 
exploitation and white (European) world 
supremacy. 

The theft of land from the African people 
may have been completed over a hundred 
years ago, but the people’s lives and 
country’s resources are distorted to the very 
modern purpose of capitalist profit and 
white privilege. And the profit does not just 
remain in South Africa—it fills the coffers in 
London and New York as well. The ‘home¬ 
lands’ aiid African townships contain 
millions and millions of Africans who are not 
allowed to work so that wages remain low in 
the mines and factories, while at the same 
time all the fertile land remains in the hands 
of white-owned, large scale commercial 
agriculture. Poverty and starvation are 
planned into the South African economy and 
only victory of African liberation will be able 
to transform its enormous natural wealth 
and productive capacity into decent liveing 
conditions for the masses of people. A free 
Azania/South Africa can be integrated into 


a Pan-African strategy for development that 
will break the strangehold the imperialist 
system has had on the continent for a 
hundred years. The US ruling class opposes 
such a future: the current situatin is in its 
economic, military, and political interest. 
Different administrations may have differ¬ 
ent tactics, but there is always one goal: 
keep South Africa and all of Africa as an 
integral and profitable part of the imperial¬ 
ist system. 

Another reason that our movement has 
not responded as it should to the struggle in 
Azania/South Africa is that it forces us 
to look closely at our own society—also 
the modern product of white settler colonial¬ 
ism and capitalist development. It has a 
somewhat different development than South 
Africa, but it too contains both oppressed 
nations and an oppressor nation. The land 
waas taken from Native Americans, Mex¬ 
icans, and Puerto Ricans and much of the 
industrial and agricultural wealth is based 
on the labor of Black people brought here as 
slaves from Africa. While this country is 
different from South Africa in that there are 
white working clas people here who are 
exploited by capital, both societies have a 
system of white supremacy that affects 
everyone. The US ruling class tries to 
guarantee itself enormous wealth, power, 
and privilege by giving the masses of white 
people here a little of each. In return, they 
expect class collaboration rather than class 
struggle, white supremacy and national 
chauvinism rather than proletarian inter¬ 
nationalism, support for war and repression 
rather than struggle for peace and justice. 
Too often it has worked, and the ruling 
class successfully forges a mass base of 
support for repression of the struggles of 
human rights and self-determination of 
oppressed peoples here and abroad. That 
concensus needs to be smashed if white 
people here are to share fully with working 
people around the world in the struggle to 
build a non-oppressive and non-exploitative 
socialist future. 

We support the many people and organ¬ 
izations who have built solidarity with the 
people of Azania/South Africa over the 
years. It is time to escalate the struggle for 
divestiture by the universities, municipal¬ 
ities, unions, and corporations. It is time to 
increase material aid to the national liber¬ 
ation movements. It is time for all of us to 
follow the lead of the comrades of the 
United Freedom Front, who have made it 
clear over the past 2 years that it won’t be 
‘business as usual’ for the corporations and 
banks that profit from the white settler 
regime in South Africa. It is time that we all 
take on building a revolutionary resistance 
movement that can strike real blows against 
a common enemy and become an internal 
front in the world struggle to defeat 
imperialism and white supremacy. 

VICTORY TO THE PEOPLE OF AZANIA/ 
SOUTH AFRICA! VICTORY TO SWAPO! 
VICTORY TO AFRICAN LIBERATION 
WORLDWIDE! 

DOWN WITH WHITE SETTLER 
COLONIALISM! 

DEFEAT US IMPERIALISM! 

FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS AND 
PRISONERS OF WAR—ROBBEN 
ISLAND TO MARION! 

BUILD A REVOLUTIONARY RESISTANCE 
MOVEMENT! 
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Hungerstrike Declaration 


E SAY THAT THE DLALEC- 
tic of revolutionary struggle 
is more important than file 
imperialist doctrine of die 
inflexible stance. 

In the maximum security wings, die 
prisons, on the whole social terrain of 
society here, and internationally: the imper¬ 
ialist are piling up the means of war and 
repression in order to strangle the history 
that, throughout the whole world, desires to 
break with the system of capital. 

Their power is military strategy, counter¬ 
insurgency, the machine—but it is hollow, 
violence, and nothing else. 

It is their reaction to the unifying strength 
of the international struggle for liberation. 
This is also true in Western Europe. 

We are now fighting with the conscious¬ 
ness of the unity of the prisoners from die 
guerilla and resistance, with the hunger- 
strike for our association in large groups. 
We demand the application of the minimum 
guarantees of the Geneva Convention. 
Against the institution of torture and crim- 
inalisation, that is the political demand for 
which the political prisoners struggle to¬ 
gether, and the protection that is possible. 

The decision that we face in our situation, 
is the same which all parts of the revolution¬ 
ary left face from the situation as a whole: 
from a deadlocked relationship of forces, to 
break through the defensiveness, to turn the 
searchings, the attempts, the will into 
struggle and to create new, political break¬ 
throughs. 

For us that means, to begin from the fact 
of the isolation, the forced separation, and 
to trust our own strength. Against a 
situation in which the imperialist state, from 
it$ substantial instability and its progressive 


On December 4, 1984 the prisoners from 
the Red Army Fraction (RAF) begain a 
collective hungerstrike announced by the 
reading of the hungerstrike statement (see 
below) in a trial against several RAF 
members. 28 prisoners from the RAF joined 
in the hungerstrike, six prisoners from die 
anti-imperialist resistance (imprisoned in 
connection with the militant demonstration 
against the Bush visit in June ‘83 or because 
of supposedly belonging to the ‘legal arm of 
the RAF’ and four other prisoners who 
joined in solidarity with those prisoners 
making a total of 38. 

The state reacted immediately to die 
strike by applying to the Federal Supreme 
Court for permission to force feed all the 
prisoners and then transferring certain 
prisoners to prisons where they could be 
force fed; separating and putting into single 
isolation prisoners who were until then in 
small group (three or four) isolation; visits 
were broken off and letters were confiscated 
because the hungerstrike was mentioned; 
and other things to disrupt the prisoners 
contact to the outside and their participation 
in the strike. By this point some of the 
prisoners had already been force fed and 
some have been moved into prison hospitals 
and the authorities are denying anyone 
access to see them, creating a very danger¬ 
ous situation for the prisoners themselves. 

We know that in the last couple of weeks 
some of the prisoners have stopped die 
strike, although it is not clear why, but we 
also know that some of the prisoners want to 
continue with the strike. In this situation 
when the state is making it very difficult for 
supporters, relatives, and lawyers to keep 
contact with the prisoners it is hard for us to 


loss of legitimacy, only wants to demon¬ 
strate its potency for domination and fights 
every change, even for the prisoners, as a 
question of power. 

Our struggle joins the struggles of the 
prisoners of war in France, Ireland, Turkey, 
Spain, Italy and in occupied Palestine, and 
opens new ones. And it is integrated into 
the task which presents itself to the whole 
revolutionary left here: either it fights its 
way forward, in the practice of resistance, to 
an authentic revolutionary process by being 
the subject of the struggle for liberation, or 
it can only comment on the crimes of 
imperialism and its road to the completely 
restructured fascist police state, as a mar¬ 
ginal opposition. 

Unity of the struggle in the anti-imperial¬ 
ist front. 

We want the association of all revolution¬ 
ary prisoners in large groups. 

We can only achieve this by fighting. In 
the resistance against the whole escalated 
program of annihilation, we are defending 
ourselves and unifying ourselves in a new 
stage—something that they want to destroy 
with all possible violence. 

Where domination functions through 
separation, differentiation, annihilation of 
individuals in order to strike all and to 
weaken the whole process, solidarity is a 
weapon. It is the first strong subjective 
political experience for everyone who begins 
to struggle here, the core of revolutionary 
morale: solidarity as a weapon: concretely, 
materially, action from one’s own decision 
to engage in this war. 

That’s what it’s about—it is a condition of 
our struggle and the leap to that is for each 
of us—but for us it has a new quality—and 
for the prisoners from the resistance and for 


have accurate information as to the current, 
actual state of the strike. Outside of 
information from the bourgeois media which 
as is known, often engages in disinforma¬ 
tion campaigns in order to discredit the 
prisoners and their hungerstrike and con¬ 
fuse people on the outside. 

The hungerstrike mobilised and has been 
accompanied by a large number of actions 
and attacks by anti-imperialist groups, the 
Revolutionary Cells, the CCC in Belgium 
and the RAF. These actions were not just 
carried out in solidarity with the strike, but 
with the prisoners, as part of the over-all 
offensive against imperialism and NATO, as 
stated in the communiques from these 
actions. Although all these actions together 
constituted a strong mobilisation and pres¬ 
sure on the state, it still has not yet been 
enough to force the state to give in to the 
demands of the prisoners. Targets of bomb 
attacks were military institutions and instal¬ 
lations: US Army Military Intelligence Bat¬ 
talion, US Army base in Brussels, US 
military airport and vehicles. Army Radio 
Antenna, NATO officers school and a NATO 
supply pipeline. Also attacked were corpor¬ 
ations involved in production of the war 
machine including SIEMENS, AEG (elec¬ 
tronics), and IBM; as well as government 
and other institutions: University Institute 
for Genetic Research, a government com¬ 
puter centre, Turkish, French and US 
consulates, a police station, and the French 
Technical Mission for the coordination of 
arms production with the Ferderal Republic 
of Germany (FRG), and other targets. Mass 
demonstrations, spray painting and leaflet 
actions, and occupations have also been 
held in a number of large West German 
cities and also in Amsterdam, Holland. 


everyone in prison who fights for identity 
and counter-power precisely because of this 
common situation: imprisoned, isolated and 
like us, confronted with the whole sharpness 
of their warfare—it is necessary and pos¬ 
sible; by fighting togather. 

And in this fight to win collectivity, unity, 
morale and structure for ourselves, upon 
which the effect of the counter-revolutionary 
war is broken. 

We want the collective of the prisoners 
and association as its practical condition— 
because in a place where stagnation and 
subjugaton to their power are supposed to 
exist, it is a living and material process, new 
thoughts and experience meet one another 
and we win new possibilities, relations and 
politics. 

In this way it is the practical protection 
against the torture, against the permanent 
terror of these conditions because when we 
are together it cannot take hold anymore, 
the totality of the siege is broken by the 
collective process. 

Collectivity is the structure and goal of 
the liberation war. It is the only space in 
which commitment, learning processes, 
self-determined conscious relations to one 
another can develop. It is the actualisation 
of a new reality between us and for us which 
can no longer be reached and grasped by 
the enemy. 

A subjectively and objectively necessary 
structure, particularily in the centres of 
imperialism: coming from the absence of 
revolutionary mass struggles, the weakness 
of wide legal forms of organization against 
the fascism here, from the experience of the 
non-commitment of their political structure, 
of its sporadicness and the impossibility to 
be the subject of ones own actions in 
structures controlled and manipulated by 
the state. 

Collectivity is determined by the goal:, to 
attack—not one isolated attack, but rather a 
continuous, common process of political 
determination and action. It exists only in 
struggle and is only developed against 
domination and oppression. It is not the 
mere negation of everything that the state 
and capital is, but rather the social organ¬ 
ization of free people, as it is here and 
now—everywhere there is struggle— 
already possible. 

We want the unity of all political prison¬ 
ers in the struggle for liberation—for us the 
matter of perspective in prison surely is not 
the same as it is in imperialism generally, 
which offers no life perspective—and to 
come together will all who have made the 
break with the system, who fight against 
prison, state, imperialism, and state-think¬ 
ing, and who take as their starting point the 
revolutionary struggles, initiatives and ex¬ 
periences of the last few years, and who now 
want the consequence from this in the 
common attack. 

Against the unified*and escalated NATO 
program in Western Europe for the contin¬ 
uation of the war against the guerilla and 
resistance in imprisonment as well, we 
demand prison conditions as set down in the 
Geneva Convention as minimum guarantees 
for prisoners of war against torture and 
isolation: 

—association with the prisoners from the 
resistance and all fighting prisoners in large 
groups, 

—abolishment of single and small group 
isolation and the accoustic and optical 
observation and control, 

—lifting of the communication barrier: 
visits, letters, books, free political discus¬ 
sion and information. 

The fact that the confrontation necessary 
to push through our goal will be total is 
clear. This war has no negotiation—they 
have long since removed that themselves, 
and conduct it openly, because they are not 
only after our annihilation, but particularily 
our rapid annihilation. Because the longer 
we fight the more their fascist project, the 
esalation that they are bent on, topples 


against them, the more this fight develops a 
dialectic for us, the politics that they want to 
eliminate pushes itself through. 

The escalation is right there to grasp. 
Rebmann (1) in December ’83: the cam¬ 
paign ‘Greetings to political prisoners’ 
supposedly at attempt to break through the 
communication ban—a new stage in then- 
old program, which for 13 years has been 
the reality for the political prisoners in the 
FRG—nine dead prisoners, isolation tor¬ 
ture, security wings, suspension of contact. 

They have tried everything: brainwashing 
through the ‘toten trakt’ (2), forced psychi¬ 
atric testing (3), all the way to differentiated 
and totally observed isolation in the so- 
called ‘general population’. Beatings and 



physical attacks, forced anaesthesia and 
mace, violently carried out gynecological 
body searches, hour long handcuffing of 
naked prisoners in transport, forced feeding 
and water deprivation, stress manipulation, 
daily cell raids, frequent skin frisking, the 
hole, day long confinement to plank-beds, 
sleep deprivation, denial/prevention of 
medial care. 

Registration and observation of every life 
expression and the corresponding adjust¬ 
ment of the daily terror to the individual 
personality, deprivation of information and 
possibilities of orientating oneself to reality 
inside of and outside of the prison walls, 
deprivation of daylight through window- 
covers and of darkness through continuous 
light in the night time, further deprivation 
of one’s surroundings, air, noises, daily 
changes, colours, the possibility of space for 
oneself, radio, books, newspapers, of move¬ 
ments outside the isolation container for 
years upon end, of everything that can 
possibly be taken away from the human 
being all the way to that which differentiates 
him/her from an animal: the possibility of 
social interaction—cutting off the last letter 
contracts, two weeks imprisonment and 
raids in apartments because of one letter to 
one of us, terrorising visitors in order to 
deter them from coming, writing down 
every word at visits by LKA and BKA (4), 
ban on all visits all the way up to the nearest 
family members because of publicity work 



Prison in Celle, Wes 



Solidarity is a weapon' 
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against the torture and annihilation (‘sup¬ 
porting a terrorist organization’), listening 
in on discussions with lawyers, raids in 
lawyers* offices, arrests. 

Since ‘82 as well: suspension of contact at 
the prison’s discretion and during BKA cell 
raids. 

And now there is the communication-ban. 
Rebmann: “We will combat the association 
of prisoners even stronger in the future. ’ ’ 

In plain words: against us, and now also 
against the prisoners from the resistance, 
the air-tight, sealed off from the outside, 
single isolation in high-security wings and 
cells. 

After 8, 10, 13 years of imprisonment the 
long-term suspension of contact is now the 
fascist normality against us, whereby, as in 
‘77, any attack is supposed to be possible. 

Against their terroristic program there is 
however only one thing: to fight and even 
from the most defensive of the isolation to 
attack them, with that which they can’t take 
away from us even here without killing us: 
our collective consciousness and our will to 
win. 

It is a Question of power, because even 
here is it a matter of the whole thing for us, 
and the question as to whether we break this 
state-security offensive can’t be separated 
from the question of how their counter¬ 
revolutionary offensive on the whole can be 
broken; and because they fear that for the 
revolutionary movement here new condit¬ 
ions are pushed through when we—in the 
struggle—are the unity of the revolutionary 
prisoners—when we push ourselves 
through. 

In this situation, when the imperialist 
states are building Western Europe, with 
the FRG as its core state, into a strategic 
zone against the liberation struggles world¬ 
wide, every breakthrough that is the resist¬ 
ance building towards the internal front, 
becomes a question of power. 

For after the defeat of the US system in 
Vietnam, and after its reconstruction phase, 
in which they fascistically aligned NATO 
into the strategic military alliance for US 
politics internally and externally because 
NATO is supposed to be involved in every 
intervention, it has become an existential 
matter for them to have and to hold the 
West European advanced imperialist count¬ 
ries in their grip: against the continuing 
pressure of the liberation wars and its 
repercussions in the imperialist centres, 
against the young national states and 
socialist states in the East, and against the 
emergence of the front in the centre itself. 

Through more than 10 years of armed 
politics in Western Europe, it is material¬ 
ising in its strategic attacks as an anti¬ 
imperialist front whereby the most varied 
revolutionary struggles here will develop 
into an antagonism and offensive function 
for the global front. 

When Zimmerman (5) is first attacked by 
the United Nations because his fascist policy 
towards immigrants but afterwards is able 


to force them to swallow the human rights 
violations against refugees, 

—when his permanent Under-Secretary 
travels to Grenada after the US invasion to 
demonstrate what they mean by ‘world 
domestic policy’, 

when the new anti-torture convention can 
be ignored by the FRG and other NATO 
states from the very beginning, 

when the FRG can continue to extradite 
Kurdish and Turkish comrades to its NATO 
ally Turkey because it has made sure that by 
now torture and murder have been sanc¬ 
tioned as normal at the level of the EEC, 

—then Rebmann of course is allowed to 
demand public acceptance of torture here as 
normal, and he can implement that towards 
which he has been working for a long time 
and which has been internationally out¬ 
lawed by the US as a form of torture, that is: 
the communications-ban. 

It’s the same as their overall aim, to 
repressively push through another kind of 
normality—the miltarization of politics, the 
state, and society, a normality which is set 
on habituation because habit creates the 
quiet again: to feel nothing, td think 
nothing, to understand nothing. 

The main thing therefore is not spreading 
information about the fact of torture, but to 
create revolutionary counter-power and 
action. 

This whole arrogance of the imperialist 
display of power knows only one limit: 
whree strong, self-confident resistance from 
the illegality and the legality set its limit. 

After the FRG preventively pushed 
through the integration of the police of 
Western Europe as an open military meas¬ 
ure against the armed antagonism within 
the imperialist centres, now the imperialist 
project is the tranformation of state- 
security block into the ‘European pillar of 
NATO’—whereby the military clamp is 
supposed to force ‘political unity’ of the 
states with the US military doctrine—on the 
basis of deployment—because it didn’t work 
the other way around. 

It is the structure that is supposed to 
function independently of the consensus of 
the national states for the interests of the 
strategic power bloc. 

Against that the million strong protest 
remained ineffectual, and the resistance 
didn’t comprehed the FRG state, its mature 
power and its growing demand for power as 
being identical with the US imperialist 
politics of extermination, in the confront¬ 
ation with the preventative total mobili¬ 
sation of the apparatus, was not able to be a 
factor in the international relation of forces 
in which and from which we fight here. 

Rebmann’s communication-ban is now 
being used as a threat against us and all 
who discuss with us, with whom we fight 
together and who we know, without ever 
having seen them or ever ‘communicated’ 
one word with them, because they know that 
they are looking for a radical soluation, a 
concrete perspective for struggle, that many 


want to bring together and develop their 
experiences of the last few years with the 
ones of the prisoners from the armed 
struggle—for a breakthrough. 

For that is what it’s all about now. 

In breaking through the counter-revolut¬ 
ionary blockade, to give meaning again to 
the variety of antagonistic initiatives, exper¬ 
iences, structures: against the logic of 
destruction, against the life sentence in the 
imperialist centre, to liberate the blocked 
experiences, needs, hopes, goals and nar¬ 
rowed political horizon from the fetish of 
state predominance; to fight free the new 
phase in the development of the revolution¬ 
ary war—to make the leap now, which for 
everyone of us—here in the prisons and at 
every sector of the confrontation: is to push 
through the revolutionary solution against 
the counter-revolutionary one, to destroy 


Irish comrades by a decision of NATO, in 
Spain, in Italy, the West German model of 
toggage locker prison wings and violent 
separation. Now it is being used against the 
mass struggles of the Turkish and Kurdish 
prisoners: 38 new high security and iso¬ 
lation prisons which are supposed to make 
collective resistance impossible. 

They aim for the revolutionary morale and 
that which is new, what the prisoners of 
war, from the anti-imperialist and commun¬ 
ist guerillas, peoples struggles and move¬ 
ments have experiences, what they are, and 
what they continue to struggle for. 

The prisoners of war in Western Europe 
are close to each other. 

Their struggles are antagonistic to and an 
offensive against the system of capital and 
the counter-revolution of NATO. 

They disrupt the totalitarian claim of the 


are incarcerated 


the global project of the reaction, and the 

strategic pillars which they want to raise it 
on: 

—preventative counter-revolution, the in¬ 
creasing police participation in the war, 
organization of the advanced imperialist 
countries as a total, destructive and self¬ 
destructive relation of violence, penetrating 
all social areas and relations, destruction 
campaigns against the liberation move¬ 
ments, peoples, revolutions in Asia, Latin 
America and Africa, 

—the organization of these societies be¬ 
tween barracks, the IMF, and now the 
culminating use of the hunger weapon 
against millions of people so that they won’t 
become dangerous to their plans for world 
domination when they want to take back 
their stolen lives with violence, 
the politics of threat and provocation 
pursued on the basis of their global super¬ 
iority, all around the world and especially 
against the socialist states in the East, the 
haste with which they want to hide all 
imperialist crimes in the shadows, the haste 
with which they are organizing the conven¬ 
tional and nuclear war, the race against the 
changing of the objective ripeness of the 
imperialist centre into the front of the 
liberation war, against the liberation strug¬ 
gles and social explosions on all continents. 

Because the situation is such, because the 
contradiction grips the whole social system 
of capital, the imperialists want to make the 
maximum security wings and concentration 
camps the ‘factory for the annihilation of the 
class contradiction*, the prisoners of war in 
Western Europe are confronted with the 
unified measures of the NATO-state: the 
political status was taken away from the 


imperialist project on the terrain where it 
possesses the most power. 

If if is the project of the NATO states to 
wipe out the development of the front on 
this sector—the one of the prisoners—then 
it is our task to confront them precisely here 
with the strategy and morale of the front 
that we want. 

The hungerstrike of the Irish prisoners in 
’81 is an orientation for us and the struggles 
of the Turkish and Kurdish prisoners—its 
particular international strength. 

Struggles that prepare the victory. 


PRISONERS FROM THE RAF 
DECEMBER 1984. 


FOOTNOTES 

1. Rebmann. Attorney General of the FRG. 

2. ‘toten-trakt’. This means ‘dead wing’, 
and is used to describe the wings in 
high-security prisons, in which ‘white tor¬ 
ture’ (sensory deprivation) is implemented 
against the political prisoners. 

3. forced psychiatric testing. In the past the 
West German state have attempted to force 
certain prisoners, particularly women pris¬ 
oners, to undergo a psychiatric testing of 
their personality in order to attempt to 
portray them as being sick or crazy. 

4. LKA and BKA. Provincial and Federal 
Police Forces. 

5. Zimmerman. Interior Minister of the 
FRG, responsible for domestic affairs. 
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Marianne and Julianne 


ostrich. By recognizing the right of the 
bourgeois government to decide on the 
‘eventual’ installation of the Cruise in 
Belgium in Nov. ’83 (like in Dec. ’79 by 130 
votes to 48!) the deputies have unequiv- 
ically aligned themselves with NATO. 
Therefore, it is at the cost of millions of 
potential deaths—resulting from the coun¬ 
ter-attack of the USSR—and that the min¬ 
isters, parliamentarians, and other res¬ 
ponsible bourgeois maintain the good gra¬ 
ces of Uncle Sam; they are—and these pigs 
are even proud of it—‘the good students of 
NATO’ who for years have made this 
country a sure and faithful base for the 
aggressive policy of the US. 

But there is no room for castroph- 
ism or resignation. If the foreseeable 
defeat of the pacifist movement—who can’t 
contrary to their pretensions, prevent the 
deployment of the missiles—is flagrantly 
obvious, it is certainly not due to the 
absence of mobilization of the populations. 
The demonstrations in the autumn of ’79, 
’81, and *83 have, to the contrary, massive 
ly demonstrated that they say NO to the 
installation of US missiles in Europe and 
Belgium, NO to imperialist war! By their 
attitudes parliament and government clear 
ly indicate, with disdain the cynicism for 
this very clear opposition, their lamentable 
servility to world imperialism. In spite of 
their talk and speeches, they are preparing 
for war! 

In light of this situation it is time for us to 
concretely show that we don’t want these 
missiles, these war plans, this restructuring 
of the capitalist economy and its itinery of 
misery. And not to show it to the bourgeois¬ 
ie who know it full well and couldn’t care 
less as they have always been strangers to 
the interests of workers. It is time to 
concretely show our own people, men and 
women, workers of the entire world, that it 
is possible and necessary to sabotage and 
block the war-mongering projects of the 
imperialist bourgeoisie, as much to avoid 
an atomic conflict in Europe as to sweep 
away capitalism and construct a new society 
where there is no longer exploitation of man 
by man, a classless, stateless society 
without war : the communist society. 

We are fully aware that our contribution 
is infinitely small with regards to the 
breadth of the task which faces the entire 
world revolutionary movement, but we are 
of the conviction that it is now necessary not 
to economize any of our forces to achieve 
the first historic stage in the revolutionary 
organization of the workers: the Fighting 
Communist Party of the Working Class. 
Also, the beginning, in this country, of a 
concrete radical struggle, organized and 
rigourously attached to the principles of 
Marxism-Leninism is a step— however 
modest—which must be taken, and which 
must everywhere be developed, reinforced, 
and generalized. 


AGAINST THE IMPERIALIST 
WAR, CIVIL WAR! 

WE MUST ORGANIZE AND 
STRIKE WITHOUT LETTING UP! 

FORWARD TOWARD THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
FIGHTING PROLETARIAN 
ORGANIZATION, FORWARD 
TOWARD COMMUNIST 
REVOLUTION! 

ALL POWER TO THE 
WORKERS! 

FIGHTING COMMUNIST CELLS 
For the construction of the 
fighting proletarian organization 


BY CHARLOTTE DELORME 

A FILM BY MARGARETHE VON TROTTA 
[French title: Les Anees du Plomb; German: 
Die Bleieme Zeit] 

‘Marianne’ is Gudrun Ensslin 
‘ Juliane’ is Christiane Ensslin 

T he dedication ‘for chris- 

tiane’ (Ensslin) asserts authority 
and promises to deal with one of 
the most controversial periods of 
recent West German History and proposes 
that film art can contribute to the critical 
analysis of reality. 

THE STORY 

The film itself represents the history of 
two sisters who in their relationship are 
fatefully tied together, even after the violent 
death of one sister. Marianne, the younger 
sister, always does everything that the other 
is not doing: she ingratiates herself to her 
father, she agrees with everything; then she 
has a traditional marriage and a child; then 
she leaves her husband and child and goes 
for incomprehensible reasons into a politi¬ 
cally non-defmed underground; from there. 
she throws bombs and destroys the not 
specifically defined important work of her 
sister Juliane; she behaves badly when she, 
in the fashion of a raid, visits her sister at 
night; a little while later she is arrested and 
is held in inhuman conditions—until her 
violent death. 

For Juliane all this means is steady 
endless sadness which urges her—Juliane, 
to more and more willingness to suffer. It 
increases to self-experiments (she attempts 
to swallow a tube to understand what her 
sister is going through during force-feeding 
and she experiments with hanging to see if 
her sister could have died in that fashion) 
until she at the end exaggerates her 
existence to the representative existence of. 
her sister by adopting the child and through 
that gets the legitimation necessary to 
interpret the life and death of Marianne. 
Apart from all reason and all unstated 
factors the sister-love of the ‘sensitive, 
serious’ (script) Juliane triumphs all the 
way through the movie. Thus Juliane 
remains renouncing. By suffering she is 
always in the right; she supplies the 
‘perspective’. 

It would have been an unimportant or 


intimate movie for a few people, if the 
assertion of authenticity wasn’t behind it 
and the fact that it deals with the real 
‘highly complicated history of the pastor’s 
daughters Gudrun and Christiane Ensslin’ 
(script, pg. 83). 

In a conversation with Margarethe v. 
Trotta in Zeiimagazin (No. 47, Nov. 13, 
1981) the text under a picture from the 
movie said: “The terrorist Gudrun Ensslin 
(Barbara Sukowa) and her sister Christiane 
(Jutta Lampe) are sitting face to face in 
prison; their history was the authentic basis 
for the movie...(pg. 48).’’ Not even their 
film names were used. This is no coincid¬ 
ence but the consequence of the dedication 
‘For Christiane’, which has to take full 
responsibility for the assertion of authen¬ 
ticity: it is the movie about a relationship 
between sisters and a history as Christiane 
would like to have had it. It is Christiane’s 
authentic twisting of reality. And because 
M. v. Trotta has her foible for relationships 
between sisters, she gave Christiane, who 
did not visit her sister Gudrun after 1973, 
the chance to finally see herself as she 
always desired. 

This movie was so urgent for Christiane 
that she didn’t even keep the simplest 
principles of decency and precision, that is 
to ask Gudrun’s son if he agreed to be 
filmed like this, or at all. He didn’t, but for 
all that she continues to weave the lie via M. 
v. Trotta in Zeftmagazin (“Today it is 
important to her, that the 14 year old Felix 
Ensslin accepts the film’’; pg. 51). 

The source of the movie cannot be 
understood through the movie itself if one 
does not know it. Yet it is important for the 
discussion about it to keep an eye on this 
aspect of a purposely filmed lie. 

The fable of the movie, two sisters, is 
systematically overshadowed by the ped¬ 
dling, the claimed authenticity. From it one 
can derive the patchwork of motivations. 
The first movitation is the posthumous 
revenge of the older sistern Christiane 
against her younger sister who was more 
significant. For the demontage of Christ¬ 
iane’s lie it is only necessary to state that 
everything that represents the history of 
Juliane in this movie, does not in fact 
represent what really happened to Chris¬ 
tiane. 

To reinforce this lie, different mechan¬ 
isms of marketing were necessary on the 
level of explanation and effect. Mainly they 
could be derived from the combination of 


tabloid cliches and the psychological analy¬ 
ses of terrorism of the reactionary family- 
psychologists Helm Stierlin (Family terror¬ 
ism and public terrorism) and Gillian 
Becker’s Hitler’s Children; 

• unsolved authority conflicts in the child¬ 
hood lead straight to terrorism, 

• right terrorism=left extremism. . 

These thought-and-explanation-patterns 

are an ideal vehicle for the revenge of the 
older sister, and it is not possible to 
separate what is personal revenge in this 
movie and what is psychological warfare. 
But that doesn’t matter anyway because the 
interests coincide. 

First of all the reduction of politically 
motivated actions to the consequences of 
family history makes possible a personal¬ 
ization. Thus the armed resistance of the 
RAF, which is very clearly analysed in quite 
accessible writings, is transformed to the 
lunatic actions of crazy people; in the movie 
out of this comes the slightly hysterical 
younger sister Marianne. This is the base of 
the theory of healthy and sick opposition. 

Juliane personifies healthy opposition: 
her ‘pragmatic’ resistance, the toilsome 
everyday shitwork (detested by Marianne 
because she did not become a Third World 
development project worker) with occasion¬ 
al ‘tiny successes’ is the wise, modest, 
mature continuation of youthful rebellion. It 
is without perspective but concretely 
human. On the side of the ‘healthy oppos¬ 
ition’ of Juliane one can find all attributes 
which suggest humanity: she is able to sufer 
(through the whole movie); she is respon¬ 
sible (towards her work and the child); she 
is open and admits her strengths and 
weaknesses (friend Wolfgang); she is 
strongwilled; she is attentive, sensitive and 
stands behind her decisions in an urgent 
uncompromising manner (packing parcels, 
making visits, breaking up visits), even if 
she runs the risk of losing something 
(friend, work). 

No cliche was too trivial to set in scene 
what the concrete humanity of the healthy 
opposition is: Juliane is happy, she smiles 
relaxedly into the camera of her friend (she 
takes the pill in time). If she has problems, 
her forehead is wrinkled. If she suffers, her 
breakdowns are always a little bit worse 
than the suffering experienced by the 
person immediately concerned. The aud^ 
acious high point of the readiness to suffer: 
the picture of the dead Marianne - quick cut- 
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That meant, 

• an attack on the function of the FRG as a 
logistical base for the militaristic eradication 
of the revolutionary people’s war; 

• an attack on the function of the FRG (and 
especially the Social Democratic Party) to 
eradicate anti-imperialit resistance in the 
FRG and Western Europe; 

• a political and ideological attack on all 
forces which participated in the eradication 
of the anti-imperialist resistance by slander¬ 
ing it as Tacking a mass orientation’, ‘ad¬ 
venturist’ and ‘criminal’, and asserting that 
the working class in the oppressor nations 
and not the oppressed nations is the main 
force of class struggle. 

While isolated in prison Gudrun Ensslin 
fought alongside other political prisoners, in 
several hunger strikes, against sensory 
deprivation conditions and for ‘treatment 
according to the application of the Geneva 
Convention about Prisoners of War.’ 

In 1977 a RAF Commando kidnapped 
Schleyer, one of the most influential indust¬ 
rial bosses, and demanded the release of 12 
RAF prisoners, including Gudrun Ensslin. 
A Palestinian ‘Commando Matyr Halimeh’ 
joined this action by hijacking a Lufthansa 
airplane on Mallorca Island and making the 
same demands. 

The German state responded by raiding 
the airplane in Mogadishu (Somalia) by a 
SWAT team, killing the Palestinian Com¬ 
mando, and murdering the following night 
Gudrun Ensslin, Adreas Baader and Jan- 
Carl Raspe (and one month later Ingrid 
Schubert) in Stammheim prison. Irmgard 
Moeller, although seriously wounded, sur¬ 
vived the attack. 

These murders were presented to the 
media—-as in the case of Ulrike Meinhof in 
1976—as ‘suicides’, a world-wide coyer 
used for secret services and counter-insur¬ 
gency actions. 

Today Stammheim stands for not only tKe 
most obvious representation of imperialist 
state power but also as a symbol of 
anti-imperialist resistance. 


“Whoever is not afraid of being drawn were done in support of the Viet Cong and 
and quartered drags the emperor off the victory for the peoples war in Vietnam, 
horse.” At that time the political goal of tiie RAF 

was to practice proletarian internationalism 
by organizing a second front of the world- 
UDRUN ENSSLIN’S SPIRIT AND wide anti-imperialist struggle against U.S. 
■ struggle is expressed in this Chi- imperialism as the main enemy of all 
^ "irnese proverb with which she once peoples. While the first and decisive front 
started her call for a hunger strike was the national war of liberation of the 
of political prisoners. oppressed people against (neo) colonialism, 

the task of the second front in the rearguard 
Gudrun Ensslin, a member of the West of the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG) 
German Red Army Faction (RAF), was was to attack the role and function that the 
arrested in 1972 and sentenced to life German society had in the war of U.S. 
for—-among other things the bombing of imperialism in order to weaken it and to 
the headquarters of the U.S. Army in struggle for the victory of the war of national 
Heidelburg and the headquarters of the liberation as the basic presupposition to the 
C.I.A. in Frankfurt in 1972. These actions destruction of imperialism. 


Juliane on the stretcher. 

In contract to this there is Marianne who 
because of her unsolved past goes the 
physically defective way of the ‘sick’ oppos¬ 
ition. Submissive in the family, adaptable as 
wife, irresponsible towards the child and 
‘so-called humanity’ (film text) - these are 
her attributes: hard and cynical towards 
others (child, parents, death of Werner), 
tactical behaviour towards her sister, insen¬ 
sitive and blind to the ‘healthy reality of 
resistance which is imminent in society’, 
and this is sick. 

This culminates in scene 56, hospital, 
doctor’s room. 

Juliane: “...in former times she was acutely 
sensitive to pain as far as being hypochon¬ 
driacal.” 

Sabine: “A sign of imagination.” 

Juliane: “Do you think she lost it?” 

Which means nothing else than to inter¬ 
pret the real strength to struggle against the 
torture of isolation with a hunger strike as 
insensitivity, as being irrational. 

One who is hunger striking to survive as a 
human being, to maintain identity, to not 
give up the struggle, is made into a monster 
who does not feel anything anymore. That 
also means: these people don’t feel pain 
anymore, nothing matters to them. Only one 
who collapses is a human being—for ex¬ 
ample the collapse of Juliane on the 
stretcher. 

Every detail which sets the ‘sick oppos¬ 
ition’ of Marianne into perspective origi¬ 
nates from the armaments factory of psych¬ 
ological warfare. The decision for armed 
struggle becomes the ‘way of the better 
lay’; Marianne sees herself as ‘chosen’ 
because of her exaggerated self-estimation, 
that is politics as religion, as dogma, 
fanatical and unconscious. The ‘abstract 
humanity’ of her ‘moralistic rigorism’ is 
presented as concrete inhumanity, as de¬ 
luded and sick. 

ADVERTISING AND MARKETING 

All American advertising films work with 
the psychological practical application of 
building up and solving stress curves. 

Advertising films—already in their 


beginnings as ‘soap operas’—create in 
regular repeated sequences dramatic in¬ 
creases which break up at the highest point 
and instead present a short ad spot in the 
expectation of the spectator. 

Some of the most important scenes of 
‘Marianne and Juliane’ are built up follow¬ 
ing exactly the same patterns: several times 
the expectation is poked, hope is aroused, 
that now finally the long overdue explan¬ 
ation full of meaning will come, the answer 
to the personal and political motivations. 
Yet each time, when this answer should 
come, the movie plants a short, character¬ 
istic denunciation into the utmost concent¬ 
ration of the spectators. 

One example of many others, scene 70, 
old prison, visiting room. Juliane: “One 
generation before...and you would have 
been BDM (Federation of German Girls of 
the National-Socialist Party)...I left that out 
of my article... also for your sake.” 

Doubly infamous is this expression, 
Juliane-Christiane knowing this awful truth 
out of the catalogue of psychological warfare 
(that is to say left is the same as right), but 
concealing it out of love to her sister, only 
then to publicize it even more in the movie 
than in the unwritten article. Logically the 
scene with the Palestinians looks very 
similar to a Malboro ad. The liberty to 
decide on resistance is reduced to a 
caricature of a so-called liberty in which 
human beings are exchangable, having the 
character of commodities. 

SUGGESTIVE FORCE AND EFFECT 

This suggests: true realization is so bitter, 
that one has to conceal it contrary to better 
knowledge, if one does not want to make a 
scathing judgement. It is only coincidence 
that the film maker, the guards and the LKA 
types (Provincial Criminal Office) overhear 
this thought and pass it along to thousands 
of spectators. This has more effect than any 
state anti-guerilla propoganda, seemingly 
coming out of ‘our own ranks’. 

It is only one example of Juliane-Chris¬ 
tiane’s attitude of not opposing denunciat¬ 
ions which she typically puts into the 


mouths or hands of others. Depending on 
the situation Juliane is afflictedly silent or 
turns away or brings herself to human 
greatness, like in the dirty scene at the end, 
where she lets the child tear Marianne’s 
picture to pieces, representative of her own 
feelings, then usurps the mind of the child 
in her indestructable sister-love, although in 
reality she never took care of him. The 
closing gives her the opportunity to claim 
that she alone has the right to arrange and 
interpret the life and death of her sister. 
Through the whole movie she is right, she 
determines the perspective, and the point of 
view of things, and after that there exists no 
sensible reason for Marianne-Gudrun to be 
for liberation, realization or resistance. Only 
she, Juliane-Christiane has really known 
her sister because blood is thicker than 
water. In this way she draws herself out of 
the affair without being responsible for a 
single denunciation. 

What follows is from some of the key 
scenes (scene 17, apartment Juliane 1) in 
which Juliane’s friend Wolfgang says, “For 
me, you are the stronger one of both of 
you”; it is the circle conclusion, “each of 
you could have been the other one” (M. v. 
Trotta in Zeitmagazin, pg. 53). Always the 
other one, Marianne-Gudrun, stood in the 
forefront but actually I, Juliane-Christiane, 
am the right one. 

The baseless assertion that both of them 
might be properly exchangable, leads ne¬ 
cessarily to the question of the identity of 
Juliane. What is it—her important work—to 
which she is responsible to the point of 
surrender (a paradox which keeps up 
through the whole movie), why can’t she 
afford to have a child, why does she give up 
her friend and job, and why does she take 
the murder of her sister as an occasion to 
put herself on the stage on a stretcher and to 
finally demonstrate to herself the agony of 
forcefeeding, isolation and hanging to 
achieve an understanding? 

Her ‘important’ work is the work for a 
women’s magazine, easily recognized as the 
Emma of Alice Schwarzer, even if it is a 
caricature. The same trivial caricature of 
dedicated women’s identity and women’s 


work are shown in the demonstration 
against paragraph §218 (abortion) or in her 
sentence about women in fascism, “Infertil¬ 
ity was seen as a form of political oppos¬ 
ition” which becomes so wrong because 
again she puts herself on a stage: con¬ 
sciously she has no child, so she resists. 

Everything that is said in this movie about 
women’s work, identity, and consciousness 
is stupid, superficial, or insensitive. The 
relationships between the women are like 
relationships between things and deter¬ 
mined tactically. The camera is voyeuristic 
and spiteful. 

None of the women question the sentence 
of Juliane “I’ve been after this woman for a 
while,” which comes out of the ^vocabulary 
of a police investigator or of machos who 
want to get a woman. 

She defines her work in the editorial 
office: “We try to do something completely 
new. None of the staples of women’s 
magazines. No cosmetics, no fashion, no 
recipes.” Tremendously new! Can this 
‘important work’ only be named by what it 
does not do? 

And in scene 41, editorial office, she 
answers to Helga’s question, whether she 
wants to write something about her sister: 
“I don’t have the women in Africa ready 
yet.” Concrete inhuman language. 

Finally this is the reason why the figure of 
Juliane—although this was not intended—is 
not convincing and why this movie is not a 
women’s movie: with the big lie of Chris- 
tiane Ensslin and the sophisticated know¬ 
ledge of M. v. Trotta about marketing 
mechanisms of films there could only be an 
illusory realism. 

The heroic cover of an ‘authentic’, ‘brave 
film’, ‘risky topic’ etc., is nothing more than 
a cover to deal with the amputation and 
demontage of consciousness, self-determin¬ 
ation, resistance, dignity and liberty. What 
remains is only the sticky ‘truth’ that blood 
is thicker than water. 

The movie is not a women’s movie but 
instead only sells this assertion. The spread¬ 
ing of gut, relationship, personal growth, 
naked breasts three times in front of the 
camera and obtrusive readiness to suffer is 
rather the opposite. The result of this film is 
that any liberation - ineluctably and fate¬ 
fully chained to the family structure - has to 
remain senseless. How could women escape 
from their fate if for millenia it was shown to 
them with guts and breasts and suffering? 
The commercialization of this suffering as 
happens in this movie, is especially not a 
step forward to self-determination, and 
therefore it is not a women’s movie. 

CONCLUSION 

M. v. Trotta has created a forum with her 
movie for the whining pro-suffering, mys¬ 
tical, and hypocritical assertions that what 
Juliane represents can be resistance. What 
came out of it is the description of different 
kinds of subjections and dependencies. The 
film is one sole justification panorama to 
avoid standing erect by crawling and 
twisting around. It is the appeal to be left 
alone with the pretension that everybody is 
responsible for his/her own acting and 
thinking. The many discussions in the 
context of this movie have indeed shown 
that the disorientation and amputation of 
political consciousness, hope, and the ex¬ 
perience that resistance is possible, have 
not succeeded. 

The attempt to obtain an alibi through 
‘Marianne and Juliane’, so that the film chic 
and the culture producers who show them¬ 
selves as progressive do not have to render 
an account of their own concrete inhumanity 
or of the brutal ignorance of wanting to exalt 
the lack of solidarity as an artform, is only 
another page in the album of self-perform- 
ances of the ‘new personal growth’ move¬ 
ment and egotistical irresponsibility. 

The page can be turned over. 

The film was already praised and com¬ 
mended before it existed. This should have 
made one suspicious. Because a movie 
which actually is what ‘Marianne and 
Juliane’ claims to be, would not have had 
any support, would not have had any 
distribution, and would not be shown in any 
cinema. 

Now one knows why this movie has all 
those. 
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Below we present part two of the Revolutionary Cells/Rote Zora discussion paper. 
In our last issue , part one focused on a critique of the peace movement and an 
analysis of West German imperialism. In this section the RZ critique the role of the 
Soviet Union , providing a necessary and refreshing analysis which is conspiciously 
lacking among the anti-imperialist left generally. 

The conclusion of the 1984 RZ discussion paper will be included in our next issue. 


THE BANKRUPTCY OF MODELS OF 
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

W HILE THE MAJORITY OF 
the peace movement is ani¬ 
mated by the fear that ‘our 
country’, that all of Europe, 
could become a victim of the ‘struggle of the 
super-powers’, the radical left has always 
attempted to puncture this euro-centric, 
narrow, and racist vision, and to create 
consciousness of the wars of genocide and 
strategies of extermination that imperialism 
has relentlessly carried out against peoples 
of the Third World in the period called the 
‘40 years of peace’. 

This just debate on the tricontinental 
dimension of the new NATO strategies 
places stationing (of missiles in Western 
Europe) in an entirely different perspective. 
It is proof of the aggressive counter-offen¬ 
sive of U.S. imperialism, whose positions of 
dominance was attacked by Vietnam, the 
petroleum crisis, Iran, Nicaragua, etc., and 
who, whenever they counter limitations in 
the world, designate, as instigator, the 
Soviet Union, on whom they want, with their 
qualitatively new arms system, to impose an 
end to support for national liberation move¬ 
ments in the Third World. 

It is beyond question that without the 
Soviet Union conditions for tricontinental 
liberation struggles would be more difficult 
and that the existence of a large parallel 
power makes all the direct military inter¬ 
vention more risky. We think the neutral¬ 
ization of the Soviet Union is not the 
principle of ‘post-armament’. Even if the 
imperialist camp is ‘touched’ or ‘weakened 
in its role of leadership’ its economic, 
political, and military potential gives it, 
even without ‘post-armament’, the power to 
impose its conditions of exploitation and 
destruction on the peoples of Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America. Read poison and sour 
the fruits of their difficult victorious 
struggles. An inheritance against which 
Vietnam, for example, has been struggling 
for generations. 

Today the countries of the Third World 
are, in the majority, destroyed by the 
imperialist centres to a degree which leads 
to despair. 

The majority of these peoples’ self- 
sufficient cultures are destroyed to such a 
degree that they have become dependent 
for physical survival on importing their 
means of survival from the centres. From 
the beginning the destruction of the sub¬ 
sistence economy is one of the declared 
goals of the imperialist strategy of develop¬ 
ment; so the Trilateral, in the context of 
the ‘World Economic Conference’ doesn’t 


lament a failure when it speaks of ‘hunger in 
the world’. On the contrary it can only 
congratulate itself on its success. The 
different models of national development 
never had the least chance of success. Like 
the model of the ‘commerical nation’, which 
we hold to be the most important, which 
especially rules Africa, and that of ‘count¬ 
ries on the road to industrial development’ 
via which the States of the A.C.C.P. (Asia, 
Caribbean, Pacific) hope to escape from 
misery. Commercial African nations, heirs 
to a monoculture schema of the colonialist 
period, are forced to export their agri¬ 
cultural products and their primary resour¬ 
ces in the hope of creating, by importing 
currencies, the conditions for a national 
accumulation of wealth. But their export¬ 
able products in no way result in a surplus. 
They can’t demand a selling price on the 
world market that covers their cost price. 
Their price is fixed by the buyers on the 
speculation market which is the merchan¬ 
dise market of the imperialist centres. 

As well the African nations have no 
means of pressure. They can’t threaten to 
boycott and must, on the contrary, compete 
to sell their products. So their commercial 
balance which does nothing but leave them 
broke, dragging the country into ruin, is not 
as was already said—a deplorable error, but 
really the result of “a development towards 
underdevelopment” (Amin/Frank). 

The Latin American States such as 
Mexico, Argentina, and Brazil have tried, as 
so-called front-line states, to escape the 
infra-structure of monocultural states for 
the profit of imperialism by home industrial¬ 
ization. This is the foundation of the myth of 
Peronism, and it is how he ran aground. 

The experience established that in the 
cadre of the world capitalist market, the 
capturing of primordial accumulation is not 
possible, or more exactly, is not permitted. 
The payment today for these countries is 
actual,, even if not formal, bankruptcy. The 
native industry is not developed from 
accumulated capital, but only with the aid of 
credit. The result is already programmed: 
the vicious circle of inflation, speculation, 
and, in the final analysis, their colonization 
into the system of imperialist credit. 

They find themselves newly obliged, as 
they are in the camp of the ‘dispossesed of 
the world’, to help establish their country 
and population as a ‘zone of free production’ 
or to offer it as a military base and 
‘stabilizing factor’ in their region. 

Obviously, for imperialism this destruct¬ 
ive structure and the post-colonial exploit¬ 
ation of the Third World is no longer 
interesting from the perspective of the 
valorization of capital. The Cancun Summit 
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has established from this the first balance- 
sheet and the European States have de¬ 
clared, with the due cynicism of their 
domination, expressly for the Third World, 
that from now on they have nothing to offer, 
that no exceptional measure can be taken 
into consideration, and that a fundamental 
revision and limitation of the volume of 
credit—far too largely offered—is forth¬ 
coming. 

The screws are turned tighter and tighter 
and the brutal impact of these definitive 
economic ruins are foreseeable in all their 
dimensions. The hunger uprisings in Brazil, 
for example, are certainly only the first sign. 

The intense nationalism, the two-sided 
heritage of decolonization, which has held 
together the national elites and the ‘inferior 
classes’ for so long is apparently becoming 
fragile. The war in the Gulf and the Argen¬ 
tinian Generals’ adventure at St-Malo can 
be understood as efforts to maintain the 
support of the respective nations. In the 
same way the criticisms recently formulated 
by the native elites with regards to the 
‘murderous dictates of the IMF’ are cer¬ 
tainly not only cries of indignation, but also 
indicate the desire to place themselves 
outside the line of fire as participants in the 
profiteering from the ruin of their peoples. 

Moreover, what is more important is that 
in the new revolts that are fermenting in the 
slums and ghettos and Third World misery 
the question is posed differently. It no 
longer comes from a fantasy of national 
sovereignty, in which so many hopes have 
been based, but which for the most part has 
not given the masses anything except a 
state, expensive and useless, an admini¬ 
stration, elections, the family, etc...All 
things which an individual doesn’t need, 
and a peasant or worker of the Third World 
even less. What they do need, to under¬ 
stand the material basis of a full and worthy 
life, national liberation alone cannot give 
them. The models of development used by 
the national elites are carried out at the 
expense of and on the back of the popul¬ 
ation. 

The mass insurrections and the hunger 
revolts open new fronts: the international 
class fronts against the native elites for 
dignifying conditions of life and social 
justice. 


The bankruptcy of these peripheral 
countries, this promising and illusory model 
of development, by which imperialism can 
deceive the ‘advanced’ nations of the Third 
World, because they hope for integration 
into the ranks of the industrial nations, has 
long term consequences. 

Against the background of their ruin a 
new attractiveness will develop for countries 
like Cuba, Nicaragua and Vietnam. Coun¬ 
tries where people no longer die of hunger, 
where medical care is assured for everyone, 
where men and women learn to read and 
write. In comparison to the terrible living 
conditions of the masses of the Third World 
these are conditions deserving of extreme 
efforts. 

The military invasion of Grenada, the war 
of attrition at Nicaragua’s borders, the 
escalation of military intervention in El 
Salvador indicates that imperialism recog¬ 
nizes this dynamic and is attempting to 
destroy it using all the means at its 
disposal. Currently it more clearly appears 
that the consolidation of social liberation in 
the Third World is connected to conditions 
of straggle against imperialism in the 
imperialist nations. The hope that the 
position attained by the social liberation in 
Nicaragua, Cuba, etc. will not be victim of 
the attacks of a new campaign of imperialist 
destruction, but will become the point of 
orientation of a national liberation move¬ 
ment in the entire world, can only be based 
in the simultaneous struggle in the imperial¬ 
ist centres and the countries of the Third 
World. 

THE EASTERN BLOC: A BLACK STAIN IN 
THE POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY OF 
LEFTISM 

Even if the Pershing and Cruise missiles 
are directly pointed at the Eastern Bloc the 
large radical left parties defend—as has 
already been said—the thesis that they are 
not in themselves targeted, but are being 
submitted to blackmail for their role of 
support for national liberation movements. 

They have a curious and contradictory 
position with regards to the Soviet Union: on 
the one hand, it is for them decadent an^ 
tedious, completely out of theLup*estimrron 
the other hand, they attribute to it, in spite 
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of the rest, revolutionary internationalism. 
But this is because the internal relations of 
the Soviet Union stays, marvel of marvels, 
out of all political discussion and because 
the Eastern Bloc is a black stain in the 
political geography of leftism, that the myth 
of its role as friend of ‘the damned of the 
earth’ can so obstinately remain what it is. 

The facts speak another language. 

The ideal of revolutionary international¬ 
ism has never determined Soviet external 
policy. Not during Stalin’s epoch which 
delivered the German and Yugoslavian 
Communist Parties to the butcher’s knife, 
and the Greek communist resistance to the 
Allies. Even less in the epochs of Khrush¬ 
chev, Brezhnev, or Andropov. It is more 
according to their geostrategic interests and 
the priority given to the consolidation of 
their own existence that the external pol¬ 
icies of the Soviet Union are decided. The 
aspiration to be ‘recognized’ and to have the 
equivalent of imperialism and not the 
aspiration of a World Revolution, is the red 
' thread that runs through aft of their world 
politics. 

That is how they received Kissinger to 
debate detente while the U.S.A. bombarded 
Haiphong, and how they, based on geo¬ 
strategic interests, ally themselves with 
blood-thirsty dictators like Idi Amin and 
SaidBarre. 

In the same manner, in trade with the 
Third World, the Eastern Bloc won’t and 
can’t give up the advantages that they gain 
on the basis of the international division of 
labour. It is interesting to consider that the 
countries of the Eastern Bloc also produce, 
by trade with under-developed countries, a 
growing surplus. That is to say that the 
under-developed countries have a deficit 
both in relation to imperialist countries and 
socialist countries in such a fashion that the 
increasing trade with the socialist countries 
does nothing but increase the deficit of 
under-developed countries (A.G./Frank). 

This indicates that the Eastern Bloc 
attempts to recapture, in their trade with 
the Third World, the decline in the balance 
of payments in relation to the imperialist 
countries. 

The socialist countries make what they 
must pay to import western technology by 
the exportation of merchandise to the Third 
World. Besides procuring currency the 
Eastern Bloc uses its economic relations 
with the Third World to guarantee primary 
resources. 

And the sparingly measured ‘develop¬ 
ment aid’ isn’t distributed by the socialist 
countries with the aim of creating or 
stabilizing an independent economy. The 
priority found there—as with external 
politics—is based on an interest in the 
strategic location of most of the countries 
who receive it. 

In spite of all that, it is beyond discussion 
that conditions for liberation struggles in 
the Third World would certainly be more 
disastrous without the Soviet Union. Only 
the existence of a competitive super-power 
has continually reduced the manoeuvring 
space of the imperialist countries and has 
inversely brought the Soviet Union, at least 
partially, to support liberation movements 


in the enemy zone of influence. 

Nonetheless, these facts have not pre¬ 
vented the continual deterioration of the 
Soviet Union as a world power, even in their 
original zones. For a long time the Soviet 
Union made inroads in the Third World. 
They made these inroads mostly as a result 
of the process of dissolution of the colonial 
epoch. When the liberation movements 
become nations economic means must be 
imposed in order to stabilize this influence. 

But in the face of imperialism the Soviet 
Union has the disadvantage that its expan¬ 
sionism is based on need and not on 
surplus. They cannot rely on the ‘gentle’ 
violence of a mode of production, waiting for 
it, as a result of its inherent expansive logic, 
to build a durable dependence. As a result 
of its lack of economic potential the Soviet 
Union quickly reaches its limit in the Third 
World. They are forced back onto a proclam¬ 
ation of an idealist world politic in the name 
of ‘friendship of peoples’ or on to purely 
military forms to guarantee their zones of 
influence*. 

It is thus that the Soviet Union achieves 
the only durable expansion in its sphere of 
power in the struggle against fascism. In 10 
years the alliance with China was trans¬ 
formed into hostility, and they were prac¬ 
tically thrown out of Egypt. Cuba and 
Vietnam must be, in the large part, sub¬ 
sidized because of the imperialist boycott. 

While being subject to military attacks 
from South Africa, Angola and Mozambique 
also depend economically on them and were 
as a result forced to withdraw from the 
C.A.E.M.* Algeria is in the same way more 
dependent on the world market then on ‘the 
friendship between peoples’ vis-a-vis the 
Soviet Union. And Libya and Syria are 
chance partners as a result of their hostility 
towards the U.S. What remains is essential¬ 
ly arms aid for national liberation move¬ 
ments who, after their victory, as with 
Nicaragua, must try, which is also in the 
interest of the Soviet Union, to take a third 
route, because the latter cannot econom¬ 
ically and even less politically permit 
another Cuba. 

The military intervention in Afghanistan 
didn’t reinforce the Soviet Union, but rather 
furnished the proof that they are capable of 
using violence to maintain their privileged 
place in a traditionally friendly country. But 
what is certainly decisive is that the invasion 
resulted in a loss of sympathy from the non- 
aligned countries, a condition which has 
continued to develop. 

In light of these power relations all 
justification of NATO miliary escalation that 
refers to constraining ‘Soviet expansionism’ 
says more about the aggresive imperialist 
character of the western alliance. The 
military encirclement of the Eastern Bloc is 
not a fantasy of ‘paranoid Soviet leaders’, 
but a reality that daily creates new factors. 
NATO is not only an enemy super-power, 
but is allied, through the U.S., to countries 
of the ANZUS pact (Australia, New Zea- 
alnd, U.S.A., pacific pact) as well as the 
OAS (Organization of American States). It 
has, ouside of its sovereign zone, more than 
400 important military installations in every 
part of the world, especially in the Asian 


area (for example, the Philippines). And 
these days they are intensifying—along 
with the conquest of new bases in Africa 
( e gypty> Somalia, Kenya, Sudan, Morocco) 
and in the Middle East (saudi Arabia, 
Oman)—the construction, or more precis¬ 
ely, the modernization of their world mili¬ 
tary infra-structure. 

The encirclement is continued by Japan 
which is completely integrated in NATO 
strategy. That is to say that in the case of a 
war they would mine the exit of the 
Japanese Sea to close the Soviet fleet in 
Vladivostlk as well as stationing American 
combat F-16 planes and executing land 
manoeuvres with the U.S. at Hokkaido 
across from Sakhaline Island, the Soviet 
Centre. 

Newly allied to this front is China as a 
listening station and in all aspects of arms 
technology transportation. 

THE POLITICS OF DETENTE: THE 
EXAMPLE OF A PRECEPT OF POLITICO- 
ECONOMIC PAUPERIZATION 

The systematic pursuit of a politico- 
military encirclement of the Eastern Bloc 
can’t be interpreted in its essence except by 
directly addressing its substance as a 
military and political alliance. So even 
though medium range missiles are not yet 
stationed in Europe, even though the 
nuclear advances have not yet been attained 
the U.S. government is trying to make the 
beginning of negotiations depend on Soviet 
concessions about Poland. Discussions 
aren’t possible—that is what they have been 
saying for a year—except if the Soviet 
military presence in Poland and at its 
borders is reduced to the level that existed 
at the beginning of the Polish crisis. This 
already indicates the possibilities for qual¬ 
itative and intense pressure Western imper¬ 
ialism hopes to be able to place on the 
countries of the Eastern Bloc as a result of 
its new potential for strategic blackmail. 

The aggravation, so deplored in many 
areas, of East-West conflict is falsely 
defined as a rupture and counter-point with 
regards fo the' past era of a politic of 
detente. But, if examined closely, it appears 
as a consequence of its logic and, with other 
means, as its continuity. The politics of 
detente were never the frank reconciliation 
with the ‘socialist Bloc’ that it pretended to 
be. On the contrary, the Eastern Bloc has 
exchanged its recognition as a commercial 
partner and a partner in negotiation, and 
the so-called recognition of its existence 
which is connected to this, against the 
furtive and underhanded grasp of ‘the free 
west’ on its economic and political struct¬ 
ures. 

It is with reason that the socialist count¬ 
ries and countries with planned economies 
are partitioned off from the world market, 
because those profiting from this market are 
always and exclusively its subjects, the 
imperialist centres. All others become, on 
the world market, objects subjected to a 
mass of profitable manoeuvres. 

A decade of detente was sufficient to sap 
the C.A.E.M. because its foundation is not 


the circulation of merchandise, but ‘multi¬ 
lateral production agreements based on a 
division of labour with the goal of reinfor¬ 
cing the economic potential of the alliance*. 
Clearly, it is based on the equality of lack. 
Conforming to that the monetary value in 
the Eastern Bloc isn’t internationally recog¬ 
nized monies, but the internal units of 
deduction. The aspiration to transfer to 
Western technology logically creates the 
requirement of obtaining the necessary 
devices. This signifies the creation of export 
sectors on the back of production within the 
C.A.E.M. As well, it means the long term 
and very costly delivery of primary resour¬ 
ces which are removed from the C.A.E.M. 
for the profit of the high paying Western 
client in the guise of a balanced market, and 
finally the import of systems of transfer and 
production licences, of the rental of pro¬ 
duction sites, of work forces and primary 
resources from western countries. 

But above all the submission to the 
international system of credit creates the 
lever that forces the Eastern Bloc to make 
increasing concessions to capitalism, that is 
to say the free buying and selling of labour 
and capital by direct investment. The 
importance of the increased economic 
erosion of the Eastern Bloc is revealed today 
by the enormity of their debt, so much so 
that the Deutsche Bank (West Germany) 
and the IMF participate in deciding if the 
Five Year Plan is realistic or not. The 
economic politics of the C.A.E.M States has 
passed from the equality of lack and needs 
of the planned economy to a concurrence 
around Western credit. And the method of 
stopping this process—in its political 
dimension as well—is not evident. The 
Polish crisis is in this way characteristic. 
Romania, in spite of close collaboration with 
the West, in spite of contracts with China 
and its relationship with Israel, needn’t fear 
any sanctions. For their part Eastern Ger¬ 
many and Hungary rent work forces to the 
West. 

In this context, the escalation carried out 
by the imperialist West must be understood 
as a consequence of the politics of detente, 
as well as other factors. The Soviet Union 
'must be neutralized*lby means ofa superior 
nuclear menace, that is to say it must be 
made vulnerable to blackmail. They must 
participate fully in the destruction of the 
bloc they constructed, in its integration and 
use based on conditions of capitalist values, 
as well as in a change of the political system 
that follows logically from this. 

“The Soviet leaders must choose between 
a peaceful change of their communist 
system in the direction the West wants or 
engaging in a war,’’ (Richard Pipes, Min¬ 
ister of Foreign Affairs, U.S.A.). 

In most cases, faced with the horror 
raised by the obscenely sincere nature of 
this problem, its real significance dis¬ 
appears. This authority and absolute super¬ 
iority is based on the certainty of the result: 
because it appears that finally after 40 years 
an ‘historical fault’ can be corrected, a fault 
that rests, according to Churchill, on the 
fact that “we have butchered the wrong pig 
by butchering fascism’’. Today the goal of 
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the imperialist advance is the penetration of 
unlimited capitalist exploitation into the 
Eastern Bloc to place on them the cost of 
the crisis and restructuring, not to destroy 
them militarily. 

The fear of war and the sentiments of 
insecurity, consciously maintained, have as 
a goal disturbing our comprehension, to 
cover the fact that we aren’t victims, but, 
yet again, it is others that must be forced 
onto their knees in ‘the interests of the free 
world’. 

Whoever interprets this as a conflict 
between super-powers forgets that West 
European capital—and above all German 
capital—has a vital interest in the capitul¬ 
ation of the Eastern Bloc given that they are 
already the major animators and profiteers 
of the politic of detente. 

The real cause of the crisis, that is to say 
the fall in the rate of profit, will be contained 
by the submission and total integration of 
the Eastern Bloc to conditions of capitalist 
values, but won’t be fundamentally re¬ 
versed. 

To realize a new more elevated level of 
profit a fundamental change in the world 
politico-economic relations between capital 
and the exploited classes must occur, 
brought about by the intermediation of new 
strategic sectors and a restructuring of 
modes of production. But that signifies 
tdhat the post-war model determined by 
mass production and assembly-lines, with 
the mass worker and full employment, with 
which the auto industry, the home applian¬ 
ces industry, the chemical industry have 
maximized their sources of profit, is today 
eroded, and that within the organic compos¬ 
ition of capital, that is the relationship of 
accumulated dead labour/living labour 
power, a shift must be affected. 

In so far as new strategic sectors go we 
count outside of bio-technology and micro¬ 
technology, the energy sector, the food 
sector, and the exploitation of off-shore and 
polar primary resources. 

What makes these sectors decisive, what 
makes them strategically primary, is their 
exclusive tendancy towards imperialism. 
Because only the fact that all the others 
suffer from a shortage of basic resources 
for life and production creates the sources of 
infinite profit. Concerning this relationship: 
exclusive control/world shortage, it is 
organized so all prices can be dictated and 
unlimited super-profits can be realized. 
Within this relationship, apart from the 
above, there exists a formidable power to 
broaden the control over the conditions of 
existence of the exploited clases of the world 
and the submission of peoples which dan¬ 
gerously approaches the possibility of hege¬ 
monic power for Western imperialism. It is 
in the energy sector—because it is the most 
advanced—that we can best describe what 
is planned. As everyone knows, the number 
one source of energy—petroleum—exists in 
abundance, not in the ‘Free World’, but in 


the Middle East. Since the beginning of the 
’70’s energetic work has been undertaken 
against this error of nature. So the petro¬ 
leum countries have never had the power to 
dispose of their sources of energy, only the 
property deeds which were accorded them 
as meagre compensation against the tech¬ 
nology of extraction, construction, and 
transport exclusively controlled by Western 
imperialism. It is the goal of the energy 
project named ‘Project Independence’ to 
also bring the property deeds, so desired, 
into the hands of the imperialist nations, 
because ‘dependence in the strategic do¬ 
main is insupportable for industrialized 
countries’. The OPEC states do practically 
nothing but accept the petroleum price 
imposed by the ‘Energy and Combustibles’ 
service of the Department of External 
Affairs of the U.S.A. 

Constrained by these factors they are 
clearing the way for a program that, given 
the rise in petroleum prices, on the one 
hand, makes profitable the exploitation of 
costly and inaccessible sources of petroleum 
in the imperialist centres and, on the other, 
with the aid of billions of dollars of 
investments, the development of new inde¬ 
pendent energy sources via nuclear fusion, 
solar techniques, and geothermal methods. 

This signifies the transfer of the energy 
sector into the imperialist centres to make 
total the control of distribution, a control 
which to date has only been partial, because 
it is only technological. 

We can also see a similar development in 
the food sector: “grains as an all powerful 
weapon against the Eastern Bloc and 
developing countries’’ (minister of Agri¬ 
culture, U.S.A.). This is not , an exagger¬ 
ation, but serves to prove the strength of 
strategic control, especially on the part of 
the US, over the food sector. 

The consequences are and will be the ruin 
of the subsistence economy of Third World 
peasants and the enormous subsidizing of 
the Western agricultural market faced with 
the Western Agricultural market faced with 
which Third World exporters regularly meet 
ruin. 

Meanwhile, in the wake of the skyrocket¬ 
ing of biological sciences promising enor¬ 
mous profits, a supplementary instrument 
has been added to the panopoly of means of 
submission of the world food-supply to 
imperialist control. For some time the 
petroleum, pharmaceutical, chemical, and 
agro-business cartels have invested in the 
seed industry, thus reserving the patents 
and the power to control the genetically 
engineered food of the future. So, it is a 
question of the second phase of ‘the green 
revolution’ which is starting directly at the 
root of food production, the cultivating of 
seeds. Super-plants started from molecules 
and cells biologically produced in dozens of 
multi-nationals, like Shell or Ciba-giegy, 
intensify the destruction of the many differ¬ 
ent forms of agriculture accumulated over 
millenia and cement the dependence of 


world food production to the investment 
decisions and profit margins of cartels. 

The industrial value of fundamental re¬ 
search into biological technology reaches far 
beyond the food sector. The reproduction of 
nature is a decisive breakthrough towards 
new forms of production, new products, new 
markets, and new sources of profit. The 
production of bacteria is creating a sanc¬ 
tuary via the production of biological 
elements and chemical bodies. The substit¬ 
ution of genetically manipulated organisms 
for primary resources is within the bounds 
of possibility. 

And beyond the multi-million dollar fin¬ 
ancial operations which biological techno¬ 
logy opens up, this material offers qualitat¬ 
ively new means of population control which 
doesn’t stop short of a direct control of 
minds and bodies—especially those of 
women—if it is necessary to adapt individ¬ 
uals to transformed conditions of value. 

Parallel to this project western imperial¬ 
ism actually reserves, via the intervention of 
the ‘Conference on the Seas and Antartic’, 
the means of food production and off-shore 
and polar wealth, the decisive property 
deeds under the slogan: the seas and the 
poles to those who have the technological 
means to exploit them. 

Concerning the requisitioning of space 
there has never been any other principle 
applied besides the following. Whereas 
space voyages have never been subject to 
any consideration except military ones and 
have been reserved for experiments offering 
technological information, the leap towards 
an ‘industrialization of the universe’ is 
being shaped. Totally automated production 
in the physical conditions of space, weight¬ 
lessness, the absence of extreme temper¬ 
ature differences, even if still in its begin¬ 
ning phase, promises, in spite of every¬ 
thing, such benefits to cartels of ‘made in 
space’ products that they invest fabulous 
sums in this project of the future. In this 
domain the Soviet concurrence, with its own 
space program is more than embarrassing. 

But the Soviet Union represents the 
principle obstacle to the project of exclusive 
control over all decisive wealth. In Siberia, it 
its immense, but difficult to reach, mining 
territory exists the possibility of national 
self-sufficiency. And this must be destroy¬ 
ed; that is to say the Soviet Union must be 
concretely blocked from developing the 
complex techniques of exploitation and 
structuring of their natural resources by 
debt and the creation of a gigantic program 
of military investment. There also the goal 
is to impose on them—as in the Middle- 
East—a model of property revenue, to gain 
exploitation rights by enticing them with 
payments by installment so that imperialism 



controls the exploitation and its structure 
and at the same time dictates the prices. 
The breath-taking leaps in petroleum and 
grain prices at the beginning of the ‘70’s 
opened a new dimension: with these they 
could, in the large part, impose the absorp¬ 
tion of the mass of revenues in the 
imperialist centres, the suction of stocks of 
foreign currency from the Eastern Bloc, and 
the extortion of the remaining financial 
parity of the Third World. Even what the 
OPEC states made in profits returned in the 
form of recycled petro-dollars to the imper¬ 
ialist centres. Via this ‘external pressure on 
the economy’, the imperialist centres accu¬ 
mulated billions in capital with which they 
could finance the complete restructuring of 
the world economy for their sole profit. 

And something additional characterizes 
the new strategic sectors. They are, in a way 
never before seen, capable of intensifying 
capital. It makes possible an immense 


investment boom, without simultaneously 
creating a large army of workers. On the 
contrary, with this, the demand for living 
labour is reduced to such a degree that we 
can, with reason, speak of the abolition of 
the working class in this domain. That is to 
say that they are strategic in that, in their 
sense, the elimination of living labour 
suppresses class struggle. This is in fact a 
decisive step towards a total hegemony of 
power. 

The supplementary profits of the new 
strategic sectors which are already realized 
today in the petroleum and grain rises intro¬ 
duces a mechanism for the creation of 
money which is outside of work and surplus 
value, and which becomes a standard of 
profitability for investments in the domain 
of production. 

This signifies that production must be 
‘intensive in the creation of surplus-value’ 
to be profitable vis-a-vis the money result¬ 
ing from grain and petroleum production. 
This internal relationship explains what lies 
behind the vehement regrets about ‘our 
entrepreneurs aversion to invest’ and their 
Tack of capacity to take risks’ and explains 
why the capital markets grow and the stock 
exchanges flourish. Capital no longer uses 
any bat extreme conditions for production. 
This does’t signiify a retreat to some 
‘economic island’, but the destruction of all 
political and economic structures that are in 
the way of realization of extreme profits. 
The principle obstacles are the classic 
factory systems and ‘free’ salary workers. 

The factories as points of concentration of 
salaried workers and capital, and as centres 
of class struggle are being systematically 
dismantled and restructured, as in the case 
of Fiat. Their principle elements must be, in 
large part, ‘freed of workers’. That is where 
lies the rationalization for the use of 
machines, robots, and computers, to 
maintain ‘at a minimum’ all disturbances of 
production and to ‘keep out’ class struggle. 

Meanwhile, the rationalization, besides 
its economic calculation, has an essentially 
political goal: ‘train individuals so they lose 
their irregular work habits and identify witn 
the perfectly immutable regularity of 
robots’’ (Ure). As much as possible others, 
domains will be in no way centralized^^* 
atomized so as toT>e extremety^mrGEYrmned 
by insecure work conditions, that is to say 
outside of any relationship in law or as 
salaried employees. More and more this is 
concretized in limited work conditions, 
interim employment, part-time employ¬ 
ment, seasonal and domestic labour, or, the 
simplest of all, unpaid labour such as, 
so-called, ‘work for one’s own benefit’, 
subsistence labour and, the most often 
forgotten, small jobs that are appropriated 
and not purchased. 

This is the response of capital to the cycle 
of strikes and struggles of the declasses 
between ‘67 and ‘74 and simultaneously the 
level for the elimination of ‘free’ wage 
labour, even for their own representatives 
the white male workers of the imperialist 
centres, for whom liberty, completely un¬ 
real, resides in the following: selling his 
labour power for a permanent job and a 
salary which suffices to reproduce a family. 

The prototypes of these relations of 
production, defined as ‘central’, will never 
be more than a form of dominant exploit¬ 
ation, in a certain phase of capitalism, and 
reduced to several regions of the earth. That 
is to say the centres of capital accumulation. 
Starting from there the elimination of 
guaranteed salaried labour signifies the 
generalization of working conditions to 
which the majority of individuals of the 
Third World and women have long been 
submitted, because the savage fruits of 
their labour have always been the funda¬ 
mental material of the wealth in the 
imperialist centres. 

“I believe that we are living the historic 
moment where the ‘pillar’ of capitalist 
production, the free salaried worker or 
proletariat will definitively disappear. This 
concerns that worker who since the 19th 
century has been ‘the classic image of the 
being exploited by capital’ and for that 
reason is called to subjectively be that which 
will overturn society. Nonetheless, it is also 
essentially this worker who is seen, even if 
they are not called the proletariat, but 
Con't next page 
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middle class, ‘silent majority’, etc...Be¬ 
cause the proletariat is not only the factory 
workers, but fundamentally all those who 
earn a living via a salary (...) This type of 
salaried worker, in spite of everything, is a 
sort of majority in our countries, they 
support society and democracy, they are 
the electorate^..)” (taken from: Women, 
the last colony). 

For a long time it has been suggested that 
with the elimination of the ‘classic’ worker 
comes the disappearance of its complement 
‘the classic revolutionary subject’, and that 
the protaganist of revolutionary change in 
the future must be posed anew in all its 
complexity. 

Beyond that, the destruction of economic 
structures brings with it explosive political 
consequences because bourgeois democracy 
and its political systems are damned. 
Capital is engineering an overturning of 
society with such economic and social 
violence that no comparison to the brutality 
of crises of accumulation and their past 
effects cannot be made. 

The state as guarantor of this ‘process of 
destruction’—as capital likes to characterize 
it—which, in reality, is a process of destruc¬ 
tion of human beings and of society, can’t 
assume this task in the existing organiz¬ 
ational and political form, with the level of 
institutional and technological violence it 
will entail. The tension and the ruptures 
provoked will be too explosive to be 
suppressed by the dominant system of 
‘government by abridged majority’. It is 
thus that, for a certain time, new models of 
domination have been planned in the offices 
of directors of the Trilateral, because the 
‘systems of government in the Western 
hemisphere have become too democratic’. It 
is also on the ‘depolitisization of key 


problems’ like the arms build-up, unem¬ 
ployment, and inflation that they have 
intensively worked, with the notion that 
democratic control is reversable. 

The form with which the hegemonic 
imperialist state will be endowed in the final 
analysis will leave nothing to be desired. 
Above all the form will be constantly 
transformed as a result of its confrontations 
with reality. Already the instruments with 
the power of total integration, control, and 
surveillance are being developed with due 
haste. 

For a long time we have had the same 
position as the ex-‘proletarian left’ regar¬ 
ding how in reality fascism need no longer 
conquer the Minister of the Interior. Thanks 
to the fascist structure of the Sate they 
already control the countries without diffi¬ 
culty. We are no longer totally convinced 
that this will suffice. We believe that the 
reasoning behind it derives from politico- 
economic relations of the post-war era which 
are fading today. If the leaders now say that 
they want in all cases to ‘win the battle to 
dominate the spirit of the people’ this 
indicates what simply using surveillance, 
solidification, automation, and the tele¬ 
vision as a narcotic no longer guarantees 
‘the lethargy of the patient’. 

The capitalist system of the ‘free West’ 
has never had need in 40 years of legitim¬ 
ation/justification beyond the offer of com¬ 
modities. Now it will need something. As 
nothing exists they must ideologically and 
organizationally mobilize the society to be 
able to redirect and channel the dangerous 
confrontations that will see the lights of day 
in revolts, pillage and ‘riots’. So the only 
radical ideology of combat which is at 
imperialism’s disposal is fascism/sexism/ 
racism and the nationalist syndrome. The 
first alarming premises of this ‘spiritual and 
moral’ turn can be seen in all imperialism 


centres. The potential for hate and the 
despair produced by social and economic 
poverty is becoming more systematic, is 
channeled ‘downward’, and is exploding in 
hatred of women and immigrants, is turned 
towards encircling ‘the other’, the non- 
German, non-French, non-male, non-white, 
and can always be satisfied nationally by the 
military interventions in Saint-Malo, in 
Chad, in Lebanon, and in Grenada. 

Just as systematically the brutalization of 
children and adolescents in reinforced by 
violence on videos, the rape or the image of 
the enemy teansmitted by video games, 
which is later expressed in sports, Turk- 
bashing, and attains its ‘high-point’ of 
fascism in group rape. ‘‘Hell is the others”, 
(Sartre): violence against women and ‘the 
others’—that’s the new commodity to the 
degree that ‘micro-chips/software’ makes 
possible an expansion of the market for 
the ‘hardware’, video recorders, computers, 
video games. It is here that we see the war 
as the solution to the crisis instilled in the 
spirit of men, young and old, in this society, 
so that aggressions are directed at women, 
immigrants, non-white people, the ‘under¬ 
developed’. 

The two staunch figures, ‘a B-rate actor’ 
(Reagan) and a ‘grandfather of Pfalz’ 
(Kohl). They are above all the ideal protag- 
anists of an internally and externally explos¬ 
ive imperialism, with a pious heart and a 
good natured spirit. Even their ‘insuffic¬ 
iencies’—so often deplored or mocked— 
attract attention from the brutal turn of 
events which are occuring; events which 
have nothing to do with ‘reactionary conser¬ 
vatism’ or ‘the precepts of the ‘50’s’, but 
more to do with new capitalist strategies 
which are: 

• completely destroying the Third World; 

• pursuing the disintegration of the Eastern 

Bloc and its total submission to the 


capitalist value system by ah the politico- 
economic and military means' at its 
disposal; 

• suppressing the ‘free’ salaried workers in 
the imperialist centres to atomize the 
working class and erode it in conditions of 
extreme exploitation and oppression; 

• mobilizing the society to concentrate the 
potential for hate and despair which is 
born from this social impoverishment 
against the ‘bottom’, against women, 
immigrants, and the ‘others’; 

• establishing, via the pursuit of new 
strategic sectors, that is to say food 
production, energy, and primary resour¬ 
ces, the submission of the fundamental 
conditions of human production to their 
possessive violence. 

We didn’t make this analysis of existing 
and future imperialist strategies in order to 
draw a terrifying picture on the wall, hoping 
thereby to agitate people. The sensation of 
powerlessness can never be a stimulating 
force from which revolutionary energy can 
be developed. We have made this analysis 
because ‘post-armament’ is only one piece 
of the puzzle of imperialist strategy which 
separated from its context is incomprehen¬ 
sible. The level of apparent discussion 
which we have seen for years is the best 
proof of this. 

It is only if we try to understand what is 
behind the stationing of missiles, its imper¬ 
ialist goal, that we have the chance of 
penetrating the mechanisms of separation 
and domination, that we can develop the 
points of rupture in the ‘projects of the 
future’ from which resistance can be inten¬ 
sified. 

If not it will be those who are the 
instigators of a ‘new world order’ who will 
profit from our confusion. 

Revolutionary Cells 


News Briefs 


USA: FBI ARREST FIVE 
SUSPECTS 

According to UPI, US Federal 
investigators are now attempting 
to tie five suspected radicals, one 
of them a West German national, 
with activities of the armed clan¬ 
destine organization the United 
Freedom Front. 

The suspects were arrested Nov¬ 
ember 4, ’84 in Northeast Ohio. In 
searches of three ‘safe houses’ in 
Cleveland and two other Northeast 
Ohio cities, the FBI say they dis¬ 
covered ‘‘vanloads of evidence,” 
including weapons, bomb making 
equipment, and literature showing 
a possible link between the sus¬ 
pects and the underground organi¬ 
zation. 

Bomb components seized in the 
searches were consistent with evi¬ 
dence found at two corporate office 
buildings bombed by the radical 
group in the New York City area 
last year, said FBI spokesman 
John Sommer. Investigators in¬ 
tend to use handwriting and hair 
samples to further connect the sus¬ 
pects with the UFF. 

Raymond Luc Levasseur, 38, of 
Sanford, Maine, was being held 
without bond on orders from a US 
magistrate. Richard Williams, 37, 
of Beverly, Massachusetts, and 
Jaan Karl Laaman, 35, of Muen- 
ster, West Germany, were also 
being held in jail without bond 
after refusing to waive extradition 
in a state court. 

Williams faces a murder trial in 
New Jersey in the death of a state 
trooper there and LaAman is want¬ 
ed in Massachusetts on charges of 
shooting at state troopers. Extradi¬ 
tion hearings for the two men were 
set for Dec. 10, ’84. 

Levasseurs wife, Patricia Gros, 
was being held in lieu of $100,000 
bond on a charge of harbouring 


fugitives. Laamans wife Barbara 
Courzi, also charged with harbour¬ 
ing a fugitive, remained in jail on a 
$75,000 bond. 

The arrest of these five individ¬ 
uals in connection with the United 
Freedom Front is the first since the 
urban guerilla group began its 
campaign against the war contrac¬ 
tors and the US military with the 
May 11, ’83 attack on two NY 
military reserve centres. For the 
texts of previous UFF communi¬ 
ques, see Resistance issues num¬ 
ber 6, 7 and 8. 

VILLA FIREBOMBED TO 
PROTEST OIL SALE 

The previously unknown Nether- 
lans clandestine organization 
‘Pyromaniacs Against Apartheid’ 
claimed responsibility for the Jan¬ 
uary 7, ‘85 firebomb attack on the 
luxury villa of John Duess, owner 
of Transworld Oil. 

In a communique sent to a Dutch 
news agency, the group accused 
Transworld of being a main sup¬ 
plier of oil to South Africa, which is 
subject to a United Nations oil 
embargo. (Reuter) 

FP-25 ATTACKS NATO 
WARSHIPS 

The Portugese underground 
organization Popular Forces of 
April, or FP-25, claimed respon¬ 
sibility on January 29, ‘85 for the 
shelling of three frigates waiting to 
take part in NATO naval exercises. 
No injuries or damage to the ships 
was reported from the three round 
mortar-fire. 

Hours after the explosions, an¬ 
onymous callers telephoned Port¬ 
ugal’s state-run news agency Anop 
and a radio station, Radio Com¬ 
mercial, claiming that FP-25 was 
responsible for the attack. 





FINANCIAL APPEAL 

Julie Belmas, imprisoned at the 
Prison for Women in Kingston, 
Ontario for her role in the activities 
of the Canadian clandestine organ- 


The three ships that were the 
targets of the attack—the frigates 
Arethusa of Britain, Jan van Bra- 
quel of the Netherlands and Narvic 
of Norway—left the harbour later 
in the morning to join the man- 
ouevers of NATO’s standing naval 
force in the Atlantic. 

The three frigates, along with 
the Canadian destroyer Iroquois, 
the American USS Richard E. 
Byrd, and the Hamburg of West 
Germany, had been anchored in 
Lisbon since January 3rd. 

The Popular Forces claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for mortar attacks on 
the US embassy on November 25 
and a suburban NATO command 
post on December 9. The group 
also claimed responsibility for the 
killing of three industrialists and 
several other bombings and bank 
robberies. (Globe & Mail) 


izations Direct Action and the 
Wimmin’s Fire Brigade, needs 
financial contributions to conduct 
her appeal of her 20-year sentence* 
Send your donations to: 


DENMARK: KOHL VISIT 
PROTESTED 

A group calling itself ‘Comman¬ 
do Ulrike Meinhof’ on September 
24, ’84 smashed windows and 
spray-painted the West German 
embassy and Lufthansa airlines in 
Copenhagen to protest the West 
German Chancellor’s arrival on a 
one day official visit. 

In a letter sent to UPI, the group 
said Chancellor Helmut Kohl was 
‘‘unwanted in Denmark” though it 
did not overtly threaten other 
actions during the Chancellor’s 
stay. The letter, signed ‘Comman¬ 
do Ulrike Meinhof’, complained 
about ‘‘the (West German) police 
and paramilitary forces with pow¬ 
ers even Nazi Germany could only 
have dreamt of.” 

It said the ‘‘attention paid the 


Free the Five Defense Group, 
Account # 91740-1, 
c/o CCEC Credit Union, 

205 E. 6th Avenue, 

Vancouver, B.C., Canada V5T1J7 


West German embassy and Luft¬ 
hansa during the night” was pro¬ 
mpted by the ‘ ‘flagrant disrespect 
for the population’s and political 
prisoners’ legal rights.” 

DENMARK: WAR SHIPPING 
FIREBOMBED 

The head office of DFDS, a big 
Danish shipping company in Co¬ 
penhagen, was firebombed in ear¬ 
ly October ’84. About 50 people 
from the group ‘Active Peace’ 
entered the premises, went to the 
first floor writing slogans ‘‘DFDS 
out of NATO” and ‘‘DFDS are war 
lovers” on the walls, and threw a 
fii%bomb. Everyone got away be¬ 
fore the cops arrived. During the 
NATO exercise known as ‘Opera¬ 
tion Lionheart’, DFDS managed 
some of the troop transport. (Black 
Flag) 
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Union Carbide Action 



Slum in Johannesburg 


T onight, September 26,1984, 

in a direct demonstration of soli¬ 
darity with the people of Azania 
and against the racist apartheid 
reigme of South Africa, armed units of the 
United Freedom Front attacked the Union 
Carbide Corporation research laboratory 
and engineering complex in Tarrytown, 
New York, for their complicity and the 
support of the white minority government of 
South Africa. 


Since August, Azania has been in the 
midst of the most widespread and serious 
uprisings since Soweto in 1976. In early 
September, the people in Sharpeville, Seb- 
okeng and Evaton staged mass demonstra¬ 
tions and rallies. Within a few days other 
townships rose up including Soweto. Over 
sixty people have been killed and hundreds 
more injured by the bullets, whips and 
teargas of the South African police and 
security forces. 


The ‘election’ boycott movement put 
thousands of people in the streets and 
effectively showed that neither the Asian 
nor the mixed race (Coloured) people were 
interested in apartheid’s phony schemes. Of 
the eligible voters in both the Asian and Col¬ 
oured populations only about 18% actually 
voted. The elections last month were an 
attempt to give a face lift to the ugly racist 
system by allowing the Asian and Coloured 
people to participate in a subservient type of 
parliament. Meanwhile, 25 million Black 
people—the vast majority of people in South 
Africa (S.A.)—will have absolutely no rights 
under the constitution. They cannot vote, 
hold any government positions or have any 
control over their lives or their land. 
Underlining the unrest is the most severe 
recession since the 1930’s. The new constitu¬ 
tion was just more fuel for the fire to be 
added to the subhuman housing on useless 
land in selected areas (townships), high 
unemployment (in some places more than 
50%), the Pass Law and the sytematic and 
brutal oppression of the Azanian people as a 
whole. 

Midst the recent rebellions, Black gold 
miners went on strike for higher wages and 
better working conditions. While they were 
able to win some concessions, seven of them 
paid with their lives and scores more left 
injured in violent clashes with the S.A. pigs. 
Though Black miners are amongst the 
highest paid of Black workers, they’re 
forced to live with, at most, $265.00 per 
month, while their white counterparts are 
guaranteed the best jobs and can expect to 
average $1,350.00 per month. This kind of 
racist disparity has fueled the militant spirit 
of the Azanian people. 

The people are fed up with apartheid, a 
degenerative system under which the huge 
majority of people have no human or 
political rights, where severe poverty is all 
that most of the Black people live with in a 
very rich land abundant in agriculture, gold, 
diamonds and coal. The slightest opposition 
to this systematic inhumanity, by anyone, 
children included, is met with the utmost in 
barbaric viciousness. Death, poverty and 
starvation are every day realities in the lives 
of the Azanian people. 

Union Carbide is one of the major US 
corporations in S.A. engaged in vital as¬ 
pects of the S.A. economy including mining 
(they are heavily involved with metals), and 
heavy manufacturing. Mining itself earns 
well over half of all S.A.’s foreign exchange. 
This being so, Union Carbide has a major 
role in sustaining the apartheid system. In 
keeping with our revolutionary duty we are 


striking at Union Carbide in support of the 
Azanian people and attacking a company 
that is part of the imperialist system which 
oppresses many people in many lands. 

We, as revolutionary fighters, realize that 
only through our combined efforts can we 
think to overthrow imperialism, which 
reaches from US corporate boardrooms to 
S.A. mines. It survives on the brutal 
exploitation of other peoples and has no 
respect for human life. The capitalists must 
be attacked on many fronts. While our 
comrades are fighting on their homeffont in 
Azania, we will strike here in the belly of the 
beast on our homefront!! We call on all 
progressive-minded people who understand 
that the only way to break this death-hold is 
by physically destroying it...history has 
shown that there is no other way to get rid of 
it. Rise in support of oppressed peoples 
everywhere. Help to end this worldwide 
domination by striking at the fascists where 
it hurts: where they work, play and live. We 
support and encourage anti-apartheid activ¬ 
ities on all levels: divestment campaigns, 
public education, mass protests against cor¬ 
porations who benefit from and support 
apartheid and against US government poli¬ 
cies and officials who prop up, direct or 
apologize for the S.A. racists. We firmly 
believe that these efforts must be intensi¬ 
fied and increased to include sabotage and 
armed actions. The connections between 
S.A. apartheid and US racism/imperialism 
are clear with the same enemy here as is 
there. We further our internal struggle 
when we strike a blow in union with our 
Azanian sisters and brothers. 

—We dedicate this action to six year old 
Thobo Sibeko and all the other brave people 
recently murdered by the S.A. fascists...— 
“My blood will nourish the tree which will 
bear the fruits of freedom. Tell my people 
that I love thenxandthat they must continue 
the struggle. DondT^woccyabout me but 
about those who are suffering7~^\^ 

Solomon Mahlangu 
(guerilla fighter executed April 19^9k 


DEATH TO APARTHEID!! 

VICTORY TO THE AZANIAN PEOPLE!! 
S.A. OUT OF NAMIBIA!! — 

DEFEAT US IMPERIALISM AND ITS 
DEATH MERCHANT BACKERS! 


FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS & 
POWS!! 

BUILD THE REVOLUTIONARY 
RESISTANCE MOVEMENT!! 
SOLIDARITY & SUPPORT TO THE 
LOCKED DOWN FREEDOM FIGHTERS 
AND GRAND JURY RESISTERS! 



Covering militant autonomist, anti¬ 
imperialist, national liberation, feminist 
d anti-nuclear struggles in advanced 
talist countries, Resistance: Docu- 


n important tool for revolutionary social 
change . 

Help us continue to publish. Become a 
sustainer [550 per year] or subscribe 
[$6/year, $ 15/year for institutions]. Free 
to prisoners. Sendyour cheques to: 

Friends of Durruti 
PO Box 790, Stn. A 
Vancouver, BC 
Canada. V6C2N6 
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